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Pasadena Buddhist Temple Hikari
July & August, 2024

1993 Glen Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91103 • 626-798-4781 • https://PasadenaBuddhistTemple.org

It’s All Right to be Needy, It’s All Right to be StrongIt’s All Right to be Needy, It’s All Right to be Strong
Rev. Jundo Gregory GibbsRev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs

July 2024
2.........Obon Dance Practice, 7-8 PM
3.........PBT Board meeting, 7:00 PM
7.........Monthly Memorial Service, 10 AM
9.........Obon Dance Practice, 7-8 PM
11.......Obon Dance Practice, 7-8 PM
13.......Temple Omigaki & General Clean Up
14.......Hatsubon & Obon Service, 10 am
	 Guest speaker Bishop Marvin Harada
16.......Obon Dance Practice, 7-8 PM
18.......Obon Dance Practice, 7-8 PM
19......Obon clean-up and Preparations
20.......MINI-OBON, 4:00 - 7:30 pm 
21.......NO Service
28.......Family Service

August, 2024
4......... Monthly Memorial Service, 10 AM
• • • • • No Temple Services - Summer Break• • • • •

September, 2024
4.........PBT Board meeting,7:00 PM
8.........Monthly Memorial Service, 10 AM
15.......Family Service, 10 AM
22.......Fall Ohigan Service, 10 AM
	 Guest speaker, Rev. Henry Adams, San Mateo BT
29.......Family Service, 10 AM

Temple Calendar

Obon and Hatsubon Service
July 14th at 10:00 am

All of us have lost a loved one, and Obon is a time to honor and 
remember those loved ones. It is also a time to reflect on our own 
lives and be grateful for what we have. In Japan, Obon is a time 
to return home. We hope you return to PBT this year!.

Obon is a service for everyone.It gives us an opportunity to 
honor and show appreciation for all 
those that shared their lives with us.

Hatsubon is a special service that 
is only observed by families who 
lost a loved one since last year’s 
Obon. Hatsubon families will 
be honoring their loved ones by 
lighting a candle during the service. 
Please plan on joining us for this 
special service at 10 am. If you 
are unable to attend in person, this 
service will be live streamed.

This year our speaker will be 
Bishop Marvin Harada. This is 
his first visit to our Temple as a 

guest speaker. We are honored and fortunate to have him here. 
Please make plans to join us to hear his message at this very 
special service.

Last month, I urged you to take some time to relax and enjoy your 
life. This month I want to reassure you that it is all right to be needy. Of 
course, it is also all right to be strong. I am strong sometimes. I am also 
needy sometimes. Most of us have periods of feeling hale and hearty 
and up to the tasks we face, but, at other times, we are feeling emotion-
ally drained and destitute of ideas.

Liberal Christian teachers forgive evil people. Shinran, commenting 
on the Contemplation Sutra, actually thanks the most famous evil per-
son of the Buddha’s circle, Ajatasatru, for being the stimulus for the 
Buddha’s compassion. There is a radical level of acceptance in the Jodo 
Shinshu school of Pure Land Mahayana Buddhism that goes back to 
the sutras themselves.  Everybody is welcome to board our train. We 
will do all that we can to assist your boarding. Our train is going to be 
pulling into the Pure Realm where all worries fall away, and all dreams 
come true. 

So, we don’t use the Buddha-dharma to fuel our trip to Enlightenment. 
We will get there to be sure through the compassion of Amida Buddha. 
But even we need comfort on some occasions. We also need motivation 
to change our lives and the world for the better. I am suggesting that we 
assess our current condition as we reflect upon the Buddhist teachings. 
Different aspects of our teaching are more helpful depending on what 
our current condition is.

On a good day, when I jump out of bed ready to make the world a 
better place, I love the Bodhisattva ideal. I don’t have to fulfill it my-
self, after all. Together, empowered by Amida Buddha, we will release 
all deluding urges, learn the Dharma in its entirely, attain the highest 
Awakening, and liberate all deluded and suffering beings. I have such 
days; days when I feel a drive to help others, … sometimes.

On a rough morning, when I drag myself out of bed, barely able to 
put one foot in front of the other, I like the teaching about how I am 
welcomed into the Realm of Purity and Joy regardless of my own lim-
ited abilities and relative worth. I think of the Buddhas compassion be-
ing rolled into a loving, motherly figure – Kannon. At such junctures, 
I think of the Buddha’s karma shared with me as ‘a cat, purring in my 
lap because it loves me.” The Universally Inclusive Subjectivity which 
is Amida Buddha draws it into itself whether we are vigorous and com-
mitted or whether we are hurting and whinny.  Regardless of our current 
condition, we are all welcomed into the Pure and Joyous Realm.

Temple Clean-Up • July 13th

Come help tidy up the Temple grounds, Inside 
and Out! Some tasks will include, dusting the 
pews, the hondo floor, washing the windows, 
raking leaves, and removing cob webs. We will 
start at 9:00 and hopefully will be done by noon 
so we can all enjoy a BBQ lunch together. Bring 
rakes, brooms, vacuum cleaners and dusters. 
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Shotsuki Service (Monthly Memorial Service) is held for those who passed away during a particular month. Family members and friends 
offer incense in honor of their loved one. This service provides the opportunity to acknowledge the influence this person made on your own 
life. Names of the deceased are read at this service. If you would like your loved one to be added to a monthly list, please contact Rev. Gibbs.

July Shotsuki Service - July 7th

September Shotsuki Service - September 8th

August Shotsuki Service - August 4th

ARITA, Sachiko
DEHARI, Shigeko
DOI, Takuichi
DOMEN, Kazuyuki
FUJIKAWA, Kiyo
FUJIMOTO, Nobuo
FUNADA, Eiji
FURUMOTO, Doji
GOTO, Shigeo
HAMANO, Masashi
HAYASHI, Emiko
HAYASHI, Sasuke
HIRATA, Chinami
INOUYE, Theodore Ted Takao
JOFUKU, Yukitoshi

KAMON, Matsujiro
KAWAHARA, Toki
KEHOE, John
KIMURA, Kazue
KODAMA, Takao
KOSUGE, Nancy
MASAI, Dan
MASUMOTO, Michi
MATSUBARA, Daikichi
MORIHIRO, Misako
NAGAYAMA, Hichiro
NAITO, Frank Keizuchi
NAITO, Imao
NAITO, Yukio
NAKAMURA, Towa

NAKANISHI, Tadatsugi
NAKATANI, Sayo
NISHIMOTO, Yukio
NISHIMURA, Roy Kazuo
NODA, Masako
OGURA, Nancy
OGURA, Ukichi
OKAZAKI, Yukie
OMOKAWA, Kanichi
OSHITA, Matsuyo
OTANI, Tasaburo
OTANI, Ukimi
OYAMA, Mitsue
SANO, Sadao
SATO, Kiyokichi

SATO, Toshi
SERA, Nobuo
SEVERENCE, Eugenia Marie
SHIBA, Jinnosuke
SHIGEISHI, James
SHIMODA, Mizu
SUDA, Lily Yuriko
SUGITA, Jiro
SUGASAWARA, Tatsunosuke
TAGUCHI, Gokichi
TAMURA, Kazumi
TANAKA, Ei
TOKUDA, Okichi
YAMAGUCHI, Yuri
YAMASAKI, Jokichi
YAMASAKI, Mitsuyo

AKITA, Sawako
ARAI, Fumio
ARASHIGE, Matsumi
BABAOKA, Misako
FUJII, Ruth Reiko
FUJIMORI, William 
FUJIMOTO, Edward Hitoshi 
(Fuzzy)
FUJITAKI, Tom Takashi
FUKUMOTO, Ritsu
FURUMOTO, Fusaye
GOTO, Chiyoso
HAMADA, Hiroshi
HAMADA, Sachiko
HAMANO, Yukie
HARABE, Mikio
HAYASHI, Mika
IGE-GUILLEN, Kathryn
ITO, Haru
KAMOTO, Hohichi

KAWAHARA, Kumataro
KAWAMOTO, Aki
KAWAMOTO, Rikizo
KAWAMOTO, Toshiko
KAWASAKI, Toshio
KIKKAWA, Robert
KIMURA, Kiwa
KITANI, Kazuo
KOBAYASHI, En
KOBAYASHI, Kenjiro
KONISHI, Hisato
KONISHI, Jyo
KONISHI, Kanichi
KORO, Hakomi
KORO, Kotaro
MIKIUCHI, Osamu
MARUMOTO, Satsu
MASUMOTO, Kunizo
MATSUMURA, Shima
MIYAGISHIMA, Mariko

NAKAMOTO, Hatsuyo
NAKANO, Hansuke
NAKANO, Miyako
NISHIYAMA, Izumi
OGAWA, Kameichi
OGAWA, Kansaburo
OGAWA, Michiyo
OGURA, Kazuko
OKADA, Kuni
OKADA, Ryoko
ONISHI, Ikuo
OSHITA, Aki
OTANI, Atsushi
OTANI, Junichi
OTANI, Shizuye
OYAMA, Kansaburo
SAKAHARA, May Yaeko
SAKAI, Miyako
SHIGENO, Kazue
SHIMODA, Kunisuke

SHINMOTO, Miyokichi
SHUBO, Itsuyo
SOGI, Otomatsu
SUGASAWARA, Hanzo
SUNADA, Kazuaki
TAKENAKA, Kenichi
TANIGAWA, Tamayo
TERAZAWA, Masaichi
TSUCHIYA, Koto
UMETA, Suyeno
YAHADA, Fusakichi
YAMAGUCHI, Dozo
YAMAGUCHI, Philip Yoshinori
YAMAMOTO, Kiyoshi
YAMANE, Kamekichi
YONEDA, Hitoshi
YONEDA, Keiichi
YONEDA, Yuku
YONESAWA, Kiyoko

ARITA, Ratsu
FUJIMOTO, Hajime
FURUMOTO, Yasu
GOTO, Choichi	
GOTO, Kyoichi
HAMAGUCHI, Hachizo
HAMANO, Kimi
HAYASHI, Kyoko
HIGASHIOKA, Shigeru
HIROSE, Shigeru
INOUYE, Kaoru Mr.
ITO, Frank
KAWAMOTO, Kunitaro
KAWAMOTO, Masano
KAWAMOTO, Tazuko
KAWASHIMA, Fumi

KOBUKE, Yutaka
KUBO, Kiyomasa
KURAMOTO, Kiku
MASUMOTO, Hachitaro
MATSUMOTO, Yaemon
MENTZ, Geraldine
MITO, Shika
MITSUOKA, George
MORIOKA, Sadayo
MURAKI, Rikio
NAGATANI, Shigeru
NAITO, Imakichi
NISHIDA, Miki
NISHIKAWA, Mutsue
OGURA, Tomie
OKIDA, Mariko

OKUNO, Matsu
OMURA, Seki
ONISHI, Kita
ONISHI, Yoshisuke
OTAKE, Takeo
OYAMA, Majyu
OYAMA, Mitomu
SAKAMOTO, Isaburo
SOGA, Noriko
SOGI, Atsuye
SUGIMOTO, Hatsujiro
TAKAYAMA, Mito
TAKAYAMA, Otomatsu
TAKAYAMA, Tomi
TANABE, Violet
TERAOKA, Yumi

TESHIMA, Isamu
TOIMOTO, Itsuyo
TSUCHIMOTO, Tsuneyo
TSUCHIYA, Inosuke
TSUCHIYA, Tomizo
UYENO, Kimi
WAKASA, Kiyozo
YAMADA, Sato
YAMADA, Tokutaro
YAMAOKA, Rai
YAMASAKI, Nao
YAMASHITA, Kihei
YAMAZOE, Mine
YOKOYAMA, Kiyomi
YOKOYAMA, Sakaye
YUJIRI, Tokuo
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Presidents’ Message

Classes at the Pasadena Temple
Reverend Gibbs is providing the following classes to the members 
of the Sangha and public. Per class donation of $5 for non-members 
is suggested.
There will be no classes in August but will resume in Sep-
tember.

Tai Chi as Exercise Class
​Rev Gibbs will conduct a 30-minute class with limbering 
and Tai Chi exercises, no experience or special clothing 
necessary. Classes meet Tuesdays @ 1:00 pm and Thurs-
days at 1:00 pm. 

Buddhist Study Classes
Rev. Gibbs leads classes on topics in Buddhism, open to all, no prior 
knowledge of Buddhism is necessary. Each class will consist of a 
short directed reading that will then be discussed by Rev. Gibbs and 
the class. Class length is 1 hour and offered on Tuesdays at 11 am  
& 7:00 pm.

Forms of Meditation
Rev. Gibbs will instruct and lead participants through several 
different forms of meditation: mindfulness of breath, visualization, 
Attentiveness, Walking Meditation as Ki Cultivation. Form will vary 
depending on participant’s interest. Classes meet on Tuesdays at 6:00 
pm..

No Affirmation or Validation Needed

We hope you are all healthy and enjoying this mild summer 
weather. We will be gearing up for our upcoming Obon festival on 
July 20th. We would like to thank everyone who has already returned 
the raffle ticket stubs and payment This year we will have dining 
on the grounds, so please plan on coming to the Obon picking up 
food and socializing with others! The Beer (and Wine) Garden will 
be returning this year for those 21 years and older. Spam Musubi, 
shave ice and other food items will be sold by our different groups.

If you have time, please consider volunteering a few hours to help 
with the Obon preparations and event. We are also encouraging all 
past “youngsters” who were Dharma school or Jr. YBA members to 
use our Obon as a “Homecoming”. Please share the Obon information 
with your children.

Our Temple clean up will be held on July 13th. There is always 
work needed to be done on the Temple grounds and hope you can 
join us.

The kitchen remodel is (almost) done! Thanks to all that contributed 
to the Kitchen Fund, we appreciate all donations. Next time you 
come to Temple, make sure to take a peek! We will be using our new 
kitchen at the upcoming Obon festival

We have been conducting services “live” every Sunday, if you have 
not returned yet, consider joing us. We have new sangha members 
that are attending and we hope more of you will return. We will 
continue to live stream our Memorial and Special services.

Obon and Hatsubon service is always a very special service and 
this year our guest speaker will be Bishop Marvin Harada. This will 
be his first time speaking to our sangha, so we  hope you will make 
plans to join us on July 14th. If you have not had an opportunity to 
meet him, this is your chance.

In the month of April we had our BINGO fundraiser and in May 
we held our Chicken Teriyaki dinner take out. We are especially 
appreciative for those that volunteer and support our fundraising 
events. The monies go towards maintaining the Temple and the 
Temple grounds.

Gassho, Jeannie & Lori

From about 1958 to 1960, while studying at the University of 
Tokyo, I helped on Sundays at the Tsukiji Hongwanji delivering 
sermons in English. I did so, taking turns with four other English-
speaking reverends.

One Sunday, during the Sunday coffee hour, I met a Nisei busi-
nessman, with whom I had a long and interesting conversation. 
Twenty-five or so years after that, I happened to run into that same 
man in LA’s Little Tokyo.

We sat down for coffee and started to catch up on what we’d been 
doing since our conversation at Tsukiji Hongwanji. Toward the end 
of his comments, he said, “Right now I’m thinking of going back 
to school” and he added, in fact, “I’m thinking of going back for a 
Master’s Degree.”

To this I said, “I think that’s great…” To which he then said, “I 
think I’ll go for a doctoral degree.”

I then asked, “What College do you plan to enroll in?” Pausing for 
a moment, he named the College.

I realized immediately that the College he’d named was a well-
known shady, fly-by-night College and that I suggested it’d be better 
to give up the idea of enrolling there.

His response to what I’d said stunned me. What he said was, “I 
know that it’s not a real college…to everything I said, they kept 
wanting more and more money.” Then he continued, “I just wanted 
a PhD. All my life, I think I did well, but I’ve never felt affirmed (I 
think that was the word he used). So, I thought even if the PhD was 
a fake, it’ll somehow still give me some sense of being affirmed.”

The Dharmic lesson being imparted here is a simple one:
In life there is no need to be affirmed, confirmed, or validated by 

an outside source. If, for example you’re driving, you don’t need to 
be affirmed as an A+ driver or a C- driver and so forth. What is hap-
pening here is, you’re just driving. This holds true for all the myriad 
of actions you’ll take throughout your life.

Gassho, Rev. Tetsuo Unno

Community Service
​Our own PBT SOGs volunteered at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Altadena’s cleanup on Saturday, June 8, 2024. Thank you!

OBON Soda and Water 
Donations Needed

Southern District Buddhist Conference 
hosted by Buddhist Temple of San Diego

October 12, 2024

If you can donate water, juice boxes or soda (diet and 
regular) colas and 7-up type canned drinks. Please drop 
them off in the classroom with you name on it so we 
can thank you. These will be sold by Dharma School or 
served to the dancers.
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Donations Received April and May
The following donations received in the month of April 2024 and May 2024 are gratefully acknowledged.

Shotsuki Hoyo April 27th & May 5th

Hanamatsuri April 21st

Gotane May 19th

Special Donations

We would like to 
thank all of our April 
BINGO participants 
for joining us for this 
fun event.  We will be 

having another BINGO Fundraiser in the fall.
Special Thanks to our raffle prize donations which 

made your odds of winning even better!
Cafe Mundial
Duck’s Restaurant
Mobile Vet Techs
Present Perfect Nursery
The Dive SKC
Yama Seafood

Special Thank you to our BINGO Chariperson,
Mark Oune

$400 	��Haruko Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of George Yamane & Ted 
Sato

$400	���Shinobu Kiriyama, in memory of Tsukimoto & Kiriyama
$400	���Emily Sato, in memory of Tadao Sato & George Yamane
$200	���Maye Fukumoto, in memory of Ichino Kamoto & Suma 

Fukumoto
$200	���Haruko Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of Tatsuo Yamane
$200	���Ron & Michiko Oba, in memory of Uncle Tadao Sato &	

Uncle George Yamane
$200	���Albert Tsukimoto, in memory of Mary Yoshie Tsukimoto
$200	���Albert Tsukimoto, in memory of Tadashi Tsukimoto
$100	���Carolyn Matsuda, in memory of father, Tadao Ted Sato
$100	���Scott & Shelley Shinmoto, in memory of Helen Ushijima & Bill 

Shinmoto
$100	���Jane Smith, in memory of Masashi Hamano
$100	���Irene Tanihara, in memory of Yoshie Sano
$100	���Yoshiko & Stephanie Yamasaki, in memory of Jun Yamasaki
$50	�����Mitsuko Hays, in memory of Kizo Yano
$50	�����Linda Ito, in memory of Genkichi Miyagishima
$50	�����Yukiko Kataoka, in memory of Fumiyo Omori
$50	�����Takako Murashige, in memory of George Murashige
$50	�����Albert Nakata, in memory of Yukiko Nakanishi
$50	�����Carol Oyama, in memory of Hirose Nashimo
$50	�����Rumiko Shiroma, in memory of mother, Fumiyo Omori
$50	�����Reiko Shishido, in memory of Fumiyo Omori
$40	�����Carolyn Matsuda, in memory of uncle George Yamane
$30	�����Yoshiko & Stephanie Yamasaki, in memory of Satoko Yamasaki
$30	�����Naomi Yonesawa in memory of Narumi John Yoneda

$200 	�����	Albert Tsukimoto
$100	������	Maye Fukumoto, Midori Ikenaga, Yukiko Kataoka
$100 	�����	Shinobu Kiriyama, Albert Nakata, Ron & Michiko Oba, 

Rumiko Shiroma, Reiko Shishido, Roy Sunada, Tomomi 
Yamasaki

$75 	�������	Gerry Ito
$50 	�������	PBWA, Alan Hatakeyama, Aya Hirano, Lauren Martinez, 

Carolyn Matsuda, Cliff Nakatani, Mitsunori Nishikawa, 
Jeannie Toshima

$40	��������	 Carol Oyama, Scott & Shelley Shinmoto
$30 	�������	Toyoko Okida, Yoshiko & Stephanie Yamasaki
$25 	�������	Marvin Inouye
$20	��������	Lynne Masumoto

$200..... .Albert Tsukimoto
$100	���� 	Anonymous, Shinobu Kiriyama, Maye Fukumoto, Alan Goto, 

Naomi Okamoto, John Ozawa, Tomomi Yamasaki
$75 	������Sachiko Watari
$50 	������BWA, Alan Hatakeyama, Midori Ikenaga, Gerry Ito, Lauren 

Martinez, Carolyn Matsuda, Cliff Nakatani, Mitsunori 
Nishikawa, Roy Sunada, Jeannie Toshima, Rev. Tetsuo Unno

$40 	������Carol Oyama
$30 	������Scott Shinmoto
$25 	������Marvin Inouye, Heather Lim, Catherine Mikuni

$3,000............ 	Dharma School, Kitchen Update
$1,000............ 	Rev. Gibbs Family, Kitchen Update
$1,000............ 	Alan Goto, Kitchen Update
$1,000............ 	Anonymous, Table replacement
$1,000............ 	Anonymous Bingo 
$600............... 	Janice Shue, General Fund
$500............... 	Nina & Albert Akiyama, Kitchen Update
$550............... 	Michael Gillespie Kitchen Update
$400............... 	Albert Tsukimoto Asbestos/Termite
$300............... 	PNS Pickleball March-April
$200............... 	Naomi Okamoto, PBT SOGs
$100............... 	Joan Fiske
$100 .............. 	Maye Fukumoto, Spring Ohigan
$100 .............. 	Kyoko Gibbs, OREI Gym Use
$100 .............. 	Allen Lee, Bingo
$100 .............. 	Janice Shue, Junior YBA
$100 .............. 	Janice Shue, BWA
$100 .............. 	Janice Shue Dharma School
$100............... 	Janice Shue, SOGS
$75 ................ 	Toru Hisayasu, Bingo 
$50 ................ 	Michael Gillespie, Temple Security Fund
$50 ................ 	Michael Gillespie, Building Fund
$50 ................ 	Michael Gillespie, General Fund
$50 ................ 	PNS, OREI - Parking

Alan Goto
Alan Hatakeyama
Friends of PBT
Anonymous
Pasadena Buddhist Temple
PBT Sogs

2024 Membership
Many thanks to the people that paid their 2024 membership in 
the month of April & May.

Individual MembershipFamily Membership

Friend of  the Temple

Ray & Lynne Masumoto Jane Utsumi
Naomi Yonesawa

Midori Ikenaga
Youth Membership

Sho Gibbs

Pasadena Buddhist Temple
1993 Glen Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91103

https://PasadenaBuddhistTemple.org
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Dharma School
Buddhist Women’s Association

- 19th  ANNUAL -

SHOPPING EXTRAVAGANZA

Many thanks to Jeanne Ideno for her leadership during the first four 
months of 2024. It has now come time for me, Linda Ito, to step up 
and pound the gavel from May to August. Though it may be confus-
ing to some, Jeanne, June and I have been able to make a smooth 
transition each year, taking turns at the helm.

Our Temple’s famous Chicken Teriyaki was brought back to life 
after a long hiatus in the form of a take-out fundraiser. The BWA 
was glad to contribute their time and effort. Rave reviews were heard 
from far and wide. 

Friday, June 7 was the Keiro Senior Scam Workshop & PNS Lun-
cheon hosted by the PBWA. Unagi don was featured and enjoyed 
by all. Parents’ Day, June 16, was celebrated at the Temple with the 
BWA serving otoki.

It feels like summer may finally be approaching.  With that in mind, 
on Saturday, July 13, we ask for your help at Omigaki, in preparation 
for our Mini-Obon on Saturday, July 20. The BWA will prepare and 
sell our chirashi and unagi don. We will also offer chashu bao with 
additional items being added as Obon approaches. Please save the 
date and join the fun and camaraderie in cooking and preparing our 
special foods for our Obon guests.

We have once again been selected to participate in the Citadel An-
nual Shopping Extravaganza on Saturday, September 21, 9 a.m.– 9 
p.m. Tickets are $40.00 and are now available online. Please enter 
“Buddhist Women’s Association of Pasadena” as the designated non-
profit organization. The BWA receives a portion of the proceeds from 
each ticket sold. Kathy Kumagai will happily answer any questions 
that you may have. She can be reached at kathy.kumagai@gmail.
com. 

The FBWA Conference will be held this year, Friday, October 4 – 
Sunday, October 6 in San Jose. Further information is available for 
those who are interested in attending. PBWA will pay registration for 
any PBWA member. Please contact any of the BWA toban leaders.

The BWA welcomes your participation, your suggestions and your 
company at any and all of our events.

		  Gassho, Linda Ito, Toban 2

Have you heard of the expression “Go-En” in Japanese? Translat-
ing its deeper meaning can be quite challenging, but it can be simi-
lar to “wonderful encounters” and “ meaningful relationships.” DS 
officially introduced our new students during the Gotane service on 
May 19th.  Here are the names: Kelia Higashiyama-Spratt, Neo Yang 
Zhi Lim, Santos Martinez, Thiago Martinez, Amelia Edwards, Grant 
Edwards, Lily DeClerck, and Mason Declerck. I am very grateful for 
this Go-En…

DS Alumni, their families, and current DS students and families 
prepared the Otoki luncheon for Gotane. Thank you, and Gochisosa-
ma-deshita! 

During Miss PJCI event, DS had an opportunity to have a bake sale. 
Many DS families brought delicious goodies, and the customers were 
very happy to consume them. Thank you for the opportunity, and your 
support was greatly appreciated! 

Another year passed, and we were able to recognize our amazing 
graduates on June 9th. Here are the names: Sasha Lee, Panther Jones, 
and Katie Shue. They have been involved with many temple events - 
taking a leadership role, working at fundraising events, and being an 
incredible example for the other younger DS students! I wish them 
an exciting adventure ahead! Please come back to tell us how you are 
doing. The PBT will always be your second home away from home… 

This past Sunday, June 9th, we celebrated Parent’s Day. Thank you 
to those who were able to submit your family pictures when you were 
little! 

Looking ahead –
Please come join us on Saturday, July 13th, to clean the temple 

buildings and yard, especially DS, who is in charge of recycling.
July 14th is the Hatsubon and Obon service. You don’t want to miss 

meeting “Freddie the Frog” and Bishop Harada. We plan to make lan-
terns…

Lastly, OBON is set for Saturday, July 20th! Thank you so much 
for signing up to volunteer at a booth! Let’s have a good time while 
celebrating our loved ones in our hearts through dancing!!

Gassho, Kyoko Gibbs

Pasadena BWA is one of the charities selected for the 19th Annual 
Shopping Extravaganza, to be held Saturday, September 21st. Tick-
ets are on sale now to benefit PBWA. Tickets are $40/each. BWA 
receives $30 from the sale of each ticket. Tickets can be ordered on-
line at www.citadeloutlets.com/shoppingextravaganza. Make sure to 
select Buddhist Women’s Association of Pasadena as your charity 
of choice. Have questions or need help ordering your tickets? Email  
PasadenaBWA@gmail.com. You can also contact your toban leader. 
It is a GREAT way to start your holiday shopping.

Congratulations to  our 2024 Graduates

Our high school graduates were Sasha Lee (left), Harvard Westlake 
School and Panther Jones (right), California School of the Arts.
Our college graduate is Katy Shue who graduated from UC Davis and 
will be attending Stanford this fall to pursue a Masters in Education. 
Both Panther and Sasha received the Pasadena Buddhist Temple’s 
Sanematsu Scholarship.

Congratulations!

Monthly Opportunity
Raffle Winner

May 2024 - Miki Meza
June 2024 - George & Joey Toyama
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Obon is a time to remember and acknowledge those loved ones who helped shape our lives. It is a very religious and important event to 
everyone, but this event is also our biggest fundraiser for our Temple. The funds from this event help us with the Temple operations (utility 
bills, insurance, building upkeep, etc) and as you all know, the cost for everything have only increased. You can support this Obon fundraiser 
by selling or purchasing Raffle ticket or by becoming an Obon Sponsor, a FAN sponsor or a WISTERIA sponsor. 

Obon Tributes will be posted on the Obon Website under “In Remembrance” and on display at the Obon Festival. You can fill out this form 
and send it with a check or go to our website to sponsor us by Credit Card or Zelle payment.

Be a “FAN” Sponsor

Donate $250 or more to become 
a FAN of Pasadena’s 2024 Obon. 
Your name(s) will be listed on our 
FAN sponsorship page and posted 
at the Obon festival.

Wisteria Sponsor

Donate $100-$249 to become a 
Wisteria Sponsor. Your name(s) 
will be listed on our Wisteria 
Sponsorship page and posted at the 
Obon festival

Onenju Tribute

We can include up to 2 names in the Onenju of 
your loved one(s)and post it on our Obon website.  
Your name will be listed under the onenju. 

Suggested donation is $25.

Names for Onenju Tributes (we can list 2 on one image)
1.

2.

Dedicated by: 

Name:____________________________________________________________Total donation enclosed________________  Fan Sponsor $___________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________  Wisteria	 $___________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________   Phone # _______________________  Onenju	 $___________

Please make check payable to Pasadena Buddhist Temple, write 2024 OBON on outside of the envelope. A confirmation letter with our non-profit tax info will be 
sent out in August as a receipt of your donation.

OBON FOOD - Saturday July 20th   4:30-6:30
We will have a variety of Obon food this year, including Beef Chow Mein, Chirashi, Hot Dogs, Corn on the Cob, Shave Ice and other 
favorites. Almost all the food will be sold inside Sakai Hall (gym). We will have tables set-up for you to eat or you can take the food to-go.
Pre-orders for Chow Mein and Chirashi will be available to current Temple members only. All pre-ordered food must be picked up by 
6:00 PM or it will be considered a donation. Cash and digital payments will be accepted at all food tables. 

BWA Chirashi Sushi
10oz of fluffy sushi rice mixed with 
seasoned shiitake, age and carrots. 
Topped with sliced kamaboko, kinshi 
tamago, peas and benishoga

Beef Chow Mein w/Pan Fried Noodles
A perennial favorite. Crispy fried noodles 
served with a delicious sauce (“gu”) 
of celery, green peppers, onions, beef, 
bamboo shoots, shiitake mushrooms, 
nappa and bean sprouts.

$16.00

$12.00

Description Price Each Quantity Due

Please make check out to Pasadena Buddhist Temple and mail by July 15th. Total due.....

**IF you do NOT receive an e-mail or phone confirmation by July 19th, please email PasadenaSangha@icloud.com or call 562-305-6018.

Name:__________________________________________________ Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________________________________  Phone # _______________________ 


