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Are We Here Yet?Are We Here Yet?
Rev. Jundo Gregory GibbsRev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs July 2025

2.........PBT Board meeting, 7:00 PM
6.........Online Monthly Memorial Service @ 10AM
13.......Family Service @ 10AM (Format TBD)
20.......Family Service @ 10AM (Format TBD)

August, 2025
	 TBD... Hatsubon, Obon & Shotsuki Service
	 TBD...Proposed Micro-Mini Obon 

---Temple closed for Summer Break ---
September, 2025

3.........PBT Board meeting,7:00 PM
7.........Monthly Memorial Service, 10 AM
14.......Family Service, 10 AM
21.......Fall Ohigan Service, 10 AM
28	 Family Service, 10 AM

Please visit the Temple website for updates to the Temple Calendar 
or sign-up for weekly eBlast for most up-to-date information

Temple Calendar

As I write, I am not sure when we will be back at the temple with the 
campus open to the public. The oft spoken line on vacation trips is, “Are 
we there yet?” But we have an even more pressing question to address: 
“Are we here yet?” Are we at the Pasadena Buddhist temple and open to 
the public? As you read this, you may be able to answer that question. As I 
write, I cannot say. 

Of course, in a deep sense, “Are we here yet?” is the basic Buddhist 
question. This life we are living is the source of every good and admirable 
thing we know. Awakening thoroughly to the potentials of life is Bud-
dhahood. Not being aware of where we are at all is psychosis. Most of us 
are somewhere in the middle of the spectrum that runs from insanity to 
Enlightenment. 

So far as Enlightenment or Buddhahood goes, we’re definitely not there 
yet. Yet, ‘arriving there’, at Buddhahood, is, in its essence, simply being 
here thoroughly and knowingly.  So, we’re not there yet, but are we here 
yet? Of course we are! 

We are here, on this beautiful blue planet, where we are awakening to 
the vast, mutually-interpenetrating Oneness of Life. That is what the Bud-
dha’s have taught us “here” really is. 

The first of those four truths that lead to nobility was voiced by our 
friend, Rev. Dr. Kenneth Tanaka as, “life is a bumpy road”. Others inter-
pret it to mean that life is intrinsically, constantly suffering. The truth, for 
most of us, is somewhere between those two views.

The Eaton fires taught us that our challenges are often greater than sim-
ply having to navigate a bumpy road. But my life is not constant suffering 
and I certainly hope that none of yours are. We must dwell in the present 
in order to experience anything, good, bad or neutral.

So, … try to spend more time dwelling in the present if you will. I cer-
tainly am trying to orient myself this way. I am not a Buddha yet, but this 
moment of my life is still worthy of experiencing. Negative experiences I 
learn from. But only if I actually experience them. Positive experiences I 
savor, … so long as I am here fully enough to experience them. Don’t wait 
for the moment you walk into the Land of Light. Don’t wait to engage 
fully in life. Are we here yet? You bet we are!

On June 10th, my mother and I had 
a lovely visit with Gomonshu-sama 
Kojun Ohtani in Kyoto. On behalf 
of the temple members deeply af-
fected by the Eaton fire, I sincerely 
thanked him for his compassion-
ate actions, which included gifting 
them with a beautiful portable Obut-

sudan, Shikisho, Wagesa, and Nenju. He expressed genuine concern and 
deep sorrow for the members, hoping his gifts would help ease their sad-
ness and foster a sense of connection with one another. 
I’d also like to thank Bishop Marvin Harada for his time and effort in deliv-
ering gifts to all the members. We are all truly grateful…
		  Arigato gozaimasu.
		  Kyoko Gibbs

Hatsubon and Obon 
Service Information

Obon is a very important event in our 
Shin traditions. It is a time when we 
reflect on all our friends and family 
members who passed away. And how 

our connection to them has shaped our current lives. The 
Obon service is a memorial in memory of all those people.
At Pasadena and other Temples, Obon service was well 
attended service with delicious otoki served afterwards.We 
had a festival where we enjoyed food and danced in the early 
evening under the chochins around the yagura and bon daiko 
drummer....not in July this year. 

We usually have our Obon and Hatsubon service in July. 
But we will be unable to secure a date due to the restoration 
clean-up. We are considering different options so please make 
sure to sign-up for the weekly eBlast or check the Temple’s 
website for the most updated information.

Hatsubon is a special service conducted for those who passed 
away since the previous year’s Obon. It is the first Obon for 
these loved ones. This year our Hatsubon will honor the lives 
of:

Alice Ige • Toyoko Okida • Hiroshi Kikkawa

We ask that you support our Temple Obon fundraiser by 
purchasing raffle tickets or becoming an Obon Sponsor. 
More information is forthcoming.
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Shotsuki Service (Monthly Memorial Service) is held for those who passed away during a particular month. Family members and friends 
offer incense in honor of their loved one. This service provides the opportunity to acknowledge the influence this person made on your own 
life. Names of the deceased are read at this service. If you would like your loved one to be added to a monthly list, please contact Rev. Gibbs.

July Shotsuki List 

September Shotsuki Service - September 7th

August Shotsuki List 

ARITA, Sachiko
DEHARI, Shigeko
DOI, Takuichi
DOMEN, Kazuyuki
FUJIKAWA, Kiyo
FUJIMOTO, Nobuo
FUNADA, Eiji
FURUMOTO, Doji
GOTO, Shigeo
HAMANO, Masashi
HAYASHI, Emiko
HAYASHI, Sasuke
HIRATA, Chinami
INOUYE, Theodore Ted Takao
JOFUKU, Yukitoshi

KAMON, Matsujiro
KAWAHARA, Toki
KEHOE, John
KIMURA, Kazue
KODAMA, Takao
KOSUGE, Nancy
MASAI, Dan
MASUMOTO, Michi
MATSUBARA, Daikichi
MORIHIRO, Misako
NAGAYAMA, Hichiro
NAITO, Frank Keizuchi
NAITO, Imao
NAITO, Yukio
NAKAMURA, Towa

NAKANISHI, Tadatsugi
NAKATANI, Sayo
NISHIMOTO, Yukio
NISHIMURA, Roy Kazuo
NODA, Masako
OGURA, Nancy
OGURA, Ukichi
OKAZAKI, Yukie
OMOKAWA, Kanichi
OSHITA, Matsuyo
OTANI, Tasaburo
OTANI, Ukimi
OYAMA, Mitsue
SANO, Sadao
SATO, Kiyokichi

SATO, Toshi
SERA, Nobuo
SEVERENCE, Eugenia Marie
SHIBA, Jinnosuke
SHIGEISHI, James
SHIMODA, Mizu
SUDA, Lily Yuriko
SUGITA, Jiro
SUGASAWARA, Tatsunosuke
TAGUCHI, Gokichi
TAMURA, Kazumi
TANAKA, Ei
TOKUDA, Okichi
YAMAGUCHI, Yuri
YAMASAKI, Jokichi
YAMASAKI, Mitsuyo

AKITA, Sawako
ARAI, Fumio
ARASHIGE, Matsumi
BABAOKA, Misako
FUJII, Ruth Reiko
FUJIMORI, William 
FUJIMOTO, Edward Hitoshi 
(Fuzzy)
FUJITAKI, Tom Takashi
FUKUMOTO, Ritsu
FURUMOTO, Fusaye
GOTO, Chiyoso
HAMADA, Hiroshi
HAMADA, Sachiko
HAMANO, Yukie
HARABE, Mikio
HAYASHI, Mika
IGE-GUILLEN, Kathryn
ITO, Haru
KAMOTO, Hohichi

KAWAHARA, Kumataro
KAWAMOTO, Aki
KAWAMOTO, Rikizo
KAWAMOTO, Toshiko
KAWASAKI, Toshio
KIKKAWA, Robert
KIMURA, Kiwa
KITANI, Kazuo
KOBAYASHI, En
KOBAYASHI, Kenjiro
KONISHI, Hisato
KONISHI, Jyo
KONISHI, Kanichi
KORO, Hakomi
KORO, Kotaro
MIKIUCHI, Osamu
MARUMOTO, Satsu
MASUMOTO, Kunizo
MATSUMURA, Shima
MIYAGISHIMA, Mariko

NAKAMOTO, Hatsuyo
NAKANO, Hansuke
NAKANO, Miyako
NISHIYAMA, Izumi
OGAWA, Kameichi
OGAWA, Kansaburo
OGAWA, Michiyo
OGURA, Kazuko
OKADA, Kuni
OKADA, Ryoko
ONISHI, Ikuo
OSHITA, Aki
OTANI, Atsushi
OTANI, Junichi
OTANI, Shizuye
OYAMA, Kansaburo
SAKAHARA, May Yaeko
SAKAI, Miyako
SHIGENO, Kazue
SHIMODA, Kunisuke

SHINMOTO, Miyokichi
SHUBO, Itsuyo
SOGI, Otomatsu
SUGASAWARA, Hanzo
SUNADA, Kazuaki
TAKENAKA, Kenichi
TANIGAWA, Tamayo
TERAZAWA, Masaichi
TSUCHIYA, Koto
UMETA, Suyeno
YAHADA, Fusakichi
YAMAGUCHI, Dozo
YAMAGUCHI, Philip Yoshinori
YAMAMOTO, Kiyoshi
YAMANE, Kamekichi
YONEDA, Hitoshi
YONEDA, Keiichi
YONEDA, Yuku
YONESAWA, Kiyoko

ARITA, Ratsu
FUJIMOTO, Hajime
FURUMOTO, Yasu
GOTO, Choichi	
GOTO, Kyoichi
HAMAGUCHI, Hachizo
HAMANO, Kimi
HAYASHI, Kyoko
HIGASHIOKA, Shigeru
HIROSE, Shigeru
INOUYE, Kaoru Mr.
ITO, Frank
KAWAMOTO, Kunitaro
KAWAMOTO, Masano
KAWAMOTO, Tazuko
KAWASHIMA, Fumi

KOBUKE, Yutaka
KUBO, Kiyomasa
KURAMOTO, Kiku
MASUMOTO, Hachitaro
MATSUMOTO, Yaemon
MENTZ, Geraldine
MITO, Shika
MITSUOKA, George
MORIOKA, Sadayo
MURAKI, Rikio
NAGATANI, Shigeru
NAITO, Imakichi
NISHIDA, Miki
NISHIKAWA, Mutsue
OGURA, Tomie
OKIDA, Mariko

OKUNO, Matsu
OMURA, Seki
ONISHI, Kita
ONISHI, Yoshisuke
OTAKE, Takeo
OYAMA, Majyu
OYAMA, Mitomu
SAKAMOTO, Isaburo
SOGA, Noriko
SOGI, Atsuye
SUGIMOTO, Hatsujiro
TAKAYAMA, Mito
TAKAYAMA, Otomatsu
TAKAYAMA, Tomi
TANABE, Violet
TERAOKA, Yumi

TESHIMA, Isamu
TOIMOTO, Itsuyo
TSUCHIMOTO, Tsuneyo
TSUCHIYA, Inosuke
TSUCHIYA, Tomizo
UYENO, Kimi
WAKASA, Kiyozo
YAMADA, Sato
YAMADA, Tokutaro
YAMAOKA, Rai
YAMASAKI, Nao
YAMASHITA, Kihei
YAMAZOE, Mine
YOKOYAMA, Kiyomi
YOKOYAMA, Sakaye
YUJIRI, Tokuo
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Presidents’ Message

Congratulations Graduates
Due to the closure of the Temple we were unable to 
have a graduation service and party....we will plan a 
party at a later date...
College Graduates include:
Katie Shue currently attending Stanford to earn a 
Masters in Education. Graduated last year from Da-
vis.
Lindsay Hirano graduated from NYU, where she 
also played for their volleyball team. Currently employed on the east 
coast.
High School graduates included:
Mikala Toshima and William Harte. Both attended South Pasadena 
High School and members of the Pasadena Jr YBA.

Buddhism’s ultimate goal is to teach us how to put an end to our 
suffering. For example, it points to our habit of envying others, which 
is often accompanied by feelings of being somehow wanting or being 
inadequate. It then teaches us that when we see things clearly, both 
the act of envying and the accompanying sense of inadequacy etc. 
quickly take their leave and disappear.

For example, let’s say that you’re enrolled in a class with a student 
named J.S. Mill. After getting to know him, you learn that he had 
mastered Latin and Greek by the age of eight. And that by twelve, he 
had read through the classic works of western culture and on top of 
that had mastered both algebra and calculus. And moreover, that by 
the age of fifteen, he had masted both logic and calculus and had also 
written treatises on Psychology, Philosophy, and Government.

By now, you may be feeling rather envious of your classmate’s 
both intelligence and accomplishments, with that feeling being ac-
companied by a sense, on your part, of being somewhat wanting, 
inadequate or simply “not good enough” and even inferior.

However, when you later learn that your classmate at the age of 
twenty, under the weight of his overpowering intelligence, had suf-
fered a devastating collapse, from which he suffered, in some for 
another, the rest of his life, your envying of your otherwise genius 
classmate will most likely quickly disappear (and perhaps be replaced 
by a sense of empathy and even compassion).

For our second example, let’s imagine that you are at a gathering of 
one-hundred or so of Hollywood’s elite actors, directors, and produc-
ers. Everyone is standing with a cocktail in hand and talking in small 
groups.

Suddenly a large door opens, and Marilyn Monroe makes her 
entrance. Suddenly all conversations stop, and all eyes are fixed on 
Marilyn Monroe. 

At that moment, feelings of envy may begin to arise within with 
regard, for example, to Marilyn Monroe’s power to awe, attract and 
hold the attention of an entire crowd. And yet when, later on, you 
learn that Marilyn Monroe’s life, from her earliest days to the present 
was entirely devoid of any sense of love or even warmth, kindness, 
security or stability, your envying of this goddess-like figure known 
as Marilyn Monroe will, most likely disappear, along with the feel-
ings of inadequacy and so forth (and it might be replaced by a sense 
of empathy and even of compassion).

			   Gassho, Rev. Tetsuo Unno

Note: the first part of this article is based on the life of the English 
philosopher John Stuart Mill (1806-1873).While the second part is 
based on an actual occurrence that was widely reported during Mari-
lyn Monroe’s heyday, approximately seventy years ago.

Buddhism’s Goal is to Teach Us How Not to Suffer
Thanks to the SOGs and everyone who came to help with all the 

clean-up these past few weeks. It was a LOT of hard work and it could 
not have been done without everyone who gave up a few hours of 
their time. We would also like to especially thank the Bruin volunteers 
who came out to help. A huge thank you to all of you that have made 
donations to the Restoration Fund. Most will be paid by the insurance, 
but we will still need at least $100,000 in donations to cover all the 
expenses related to the clean-up. We will be conducting more fund-
raisers to help make up this difference. Our largest fund-raiser, the 
Obon festival, is now being postponed and will be a simple event with 
bon-odori dancing and food. So please sell the raffle tickets we mail 
out to help us with fundraising or sign-up to be an Obon Sponsor.

The Obon festival date is still being determined. Please sign-up for 
the weekly eBlasts and check the website for up-to-date information. 
And please support our sister Temples by attending their Obon 
Festivals throughout So. California. Make sure to wear your Pasadena 
happi coat too!

I (Jeannie) want to recognize Lori Hatakeyama (Co-President) and 
Toru Hisayasu (Treasurer) and Wes Kumagai (project reviewer) who 
have stepped up to take charge of the restoration and clean-up process. 
Between the two of them they have been coordinating with the 
insurance and cleaning companies, checking the wording on contracts 
and proposals/invoices and keeping things moving as smoothly as 
possible. They have been working diligently to make sure everything 
is done correctly so we can move back in and return “to normal”. 

All Pasadena Temple members are also members of the BCA. 
The BCA provides leadership and support to all the temples and 
churches in North America. They have sent funds to help with the 
fire victims and our clean-
up. The Wheel of Dharma 
has had wonderful articles 
regarding Pasadena to share 
with all BCA members, and 
thanks to these articles, we 
have received donations 
from all over the country. 
We are extremely grateful 
to BCA for their support 
and the Wildfire Recovery 
Fund.

Recently Bishop Harada 
personally visited each of 
our Temple members who 
lost their homes in the fire to present them with several items that 
were sent from the Gomonshu (from our home temple in Kyoto, Nishi 
Hongwanji) along with items donated by the BCA office. Kyoko Gibbs 
and her mother were granted a personal visit with the Gomonshu while 
in Kyoto. Kyoko was able to talk to the Gomonshu to thank him for 
his compassion and caring and gifts for our Temple members. Kyoko 
delivered items from the LA Dodgers to the Gomonshu as orei. 

Namo Amida Butsu,
Jeannie Toshima, Temple co-president

Sanematsu Scholarship Award
The Sanematsu Scholarship is awarded to graduates who are members 
of the Temple. This year the scholarship was awarded to: 

Katie Shue
who is currently attending Stanford to earn her Masters in Education. 
She had done her undergraduate work at UC Davis. Congrautlations!
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Donations Received April and May
The following donations received in the month of April 2025 and May 2025 are gratefully acknowledged.

Shotsuki Hoyo April 6th & May 6th

Hanamatsuri April 20th

Gotane May 11th

Special Donations
$500	�� Emily Sato, in memory of Tadao Ted Sato
$500	�� Sachiko Tsukida, in memory of “Joe” Hironori Tsukida
$300	�� Haruko Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of Ted Tadao Sato
$200	�� Haruko Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of George Yamane
$200	�� Haruko Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of Tatsuo Yamane
$200	�� Ron & Michiko Oba, in memory of Uncle Tadao Sato & Uncle 

George Yamane
$100	�� Yukiko Kataoka, in memory of Fumiyo Omori
$100	�� Carolyn Matsuda, in memory of Ted Tadao Sato, dad
$100	�� Michael Lombardo & Minako Iwanaga, in memory of Mrs. Taiko 

Iwanaga (mother) & Mr. Nobuyuki Miyagishima
$100	�� Emily Sato, in memory of George Yamane
$100	�� Rumiko Shiroma, in memory of mom
$100	�� Reiko Shishido, in memory of Fumiyo Omori
$100	�� Steve & Irene Tanihara, in memory of Mother, Yoshie Sano
$100	�� Shelley Yamane-Shinmoto, in memory of Helen Ushijima & Bill 

Shinmoto
$100	�� Jeannie Toshima, Shotsuki in memory of Mom and Auntie 
$80	���� Carolyn Matsuda, in memory of George Takeo Yamane (Uncle 

Tak)
$50	���� Mitsuko Hays, in memory of Kizo Yano
$50	���� Gerry Ito, in memory of Genkichi Miyagishima
$50	���� Linda Ito in memory of Genkichi Miyagishima
$50	���� Takako Murashige, in memory of George Murashige
$50	���� Anonymous, in memory of Tatsuo Yamane
$40	���� Carol Oyama, in memory of Hirose Nakashima

$150	��Cliff Nakatani
$100	��Carla Cole, Elizabeth Hamada, Kathy Kumagai, Susan Nishio, 

Michiko Oba, Naomi Okamoto, Rumiko Shiroma, Reiko Shishido, 
Tomomi Yamasaki

$75	����Gerry Ito, Michael Lombardo & Minako Iwanaga
$50	����BWA, Aya Hirano, Yukiko Kataoka, Lori Magallanes, Carolyn 

Matsuda, Emily Sato, Jane Smith, Emiko Tagami, Jeannie Toshi-
ma, Albert Yamasaki

$40	����Carol Oyama
$35	����Corrine Ishikawa
$25	����Marvin Inouye, Lynne Masumoto

$100	����Alan Goto, Kathy Kumagai, Albert Nakata, Michiko Oba, Naomi 
Okamoto, Sachiko Tsukida, Rev. Tetsuo Unno, Tomomi Yama-
saki

$50	������BWA, Alan Hatakeyama, Howard Hiyoshida, Gerry Ito, Lauren 
Martinez, Carolyn Matsuda, Mitsunori Nishikawa, Roy Sunada, 
Jeannie Toshima, Akemi Uchiyama

$40	������Carol Oyama, Yoshiko Yamasaki
$35	������Corrine Ishikawa
$25	������Lynne Masumoto

$1,300	� US Bank - Nancy Kubo, Obon
$500	���� George Sugimoto
$250	���� Maye Fukumoto, Osaisen 
$200	���� Naomi Okamoto, SOGs
$200	���� El Centro Bus Group, OREI Parking
$150	���� Miki Meza, Donation - Oppt Winner
$150	���� Yoshiko & Stephanie Yamasaki, Jun Yamasaki 7th year 

memorial
$100	���� Gwangmook Kim 
$100	���� Jane Smith, In memory of father, Masashi Hamano
$100	���� Stacy Wong, Jane Yamanaka 1-yr. memorial
$75	������ Kathy Kumagai, Spring Ohigan
$50	������ Gerry Ito, Memorial Day Service
$50	������ PNS, OREI Parking 
$23	������ Jeannie Toshima 
$5	�������� Laura, Tai Chi

Temple Fire Remediation Fund
$10,000	��Maye Fukumoto
$7,490	����Myotokuji Temple, Shineiji Temple and Shofukuji 

Temple (Temples in Japan)
$5,000	����The Gibbs Family
$3,000	����Cliff Nakatani
$1,217	����Susan Sandberg
$1,000	����Rev. Gregory Gibbs, Laurie Hamasaki, Bruce 

Hatakeyama, Naomi Okamoto, Roy Sunada, Shelley 
Yamane-Shinmoto, Anonymous 

$500	�������Irene Fujimoto, Michael Gillespie, Stephanie Ozawa, 
Ellen Shimamoto, George Takenouchi, Sachiko 
Tsukida

$300	�������Rev. Masao Kodani, Anonymous, Venice Hongwanji 
Buddhist Temple

$250	�������Karen Kikkawa, Lauren Martinez, Ken Mui, Steven 
Toyama, Akemi Uchiyama, Mark Yoshikawa, Anony-
mous 

$200	�������Jeffrey Dohzen, Lillian Fujimoto
$150	�������Yoshiko & S Yamasaki
$100	�������Rev. Jean Paul Deguzman, Christine Ige, Noelle Ito, 

Mabel Iwamoto, Judy Kam, Moon Ju Kim, Komako 
Leland, Michiko Matsumoto, Rev. Mark Nakagawa, 
Cindy Ohara, Jeannie Toshima, Renee Wang

$94	���������Sharon Aoki
$25	���������Jason Fenton, Louisa Simpson

 We would also like to acknowledge these people for their dona-
tions to the Temple Fire Remediation Fund: Gerry Ito, Yukiko 
Kataoka, Albert Nakata, Emily Sato, Steve & Irene Tanihara, 
Cindy Uehara

Pasadena Buddhist Temple
1993 Glen Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91103

https://PasadenaBuddhistTemple.org
Visit Website to sign-up for weekly eBlasts

PLease support our 
Temple restoration fund 
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I hope this message finds you and your loved ones safe and healthy. 
I miss gathering and chatting with you in person, especially with 
everything happening locally and worldwide. 

Thank you for your time and willingness during the temple mov-
ing days! With Lynne and Sumi’s leadership, along with assistance 
from other volunteers, all the Dharma School items are now securely 
placed temporarily until the deep cleaning is completed. 

I will call you again to schedule a “Paint Party”—painting the Hondo 
basement walls before moving things back in! I will announce the 
date later… Please keep an eye out for an email from me. Also, 
please watch for updates on our OBON. 

Please know that I am just a phone call or text away!  

Gassho… Namoamidabustu…Kyoko Gibbs

Dharma School News

Wildfire Updates and News
We have been trying to keep in touch with all the Temple members 

who lost their homes/business or had smoke and ash damage. It’s 
been 6 months since the fire, but the recovery process is ongoing and 
the community still needs our assistance. Our Temple, along with 
PJCI and First Presbyterian Church of Altadena continue to serve 
those impacted by the 
fire. We were fortunate 
to receive additional 
funding for the meal 
program enabling us to 
provide weekly meals 
through September. The 
support from LTSC, 
Keiro, Far Bar and Azay 
Restaurant has been 
phenomenal and we are deeply grateful to them. 

Last month, the Grateful Crane Ensemble held a private concert at 
PJCI for the fire victims. Following a wonderful musical show arranged 
by Soji Kashiwagi, we enjoyed a bento from Yama Seafood. Several 

fire fighters from the Pasadena Fire 
Department joined us briefly and 
we were able to applaud and thank 
them for their service. We received 
over $5,000 in donations from those 
who attended the event which will 
go towards the meal program. 

Little Tokyo Needs Us!
As you are probably aware, some of the businesses in Little Tokyo 

were vandalized during the recent 
demonstrations.  However all businesses 
and restaurants are open for business and 
need our support. Although you may see 
some of the windows boarded, they are 
open and welcome us in. Far Bar and 
Fugetsu-do are among the businesses that 
are suffering. Since they have done so 
much to help us in the aftermath of the 
Eaton Fire, let’s do what we can to support 
them. All Little Tokyo businesses are 
experiencing significant losses - anywhere 
f r o m 

50-100% and they continue to face 
challenges as they try to recover. 
The Little Tokyo business 
community wants us to know 
that it is safe in Little Tokyo and 
encourages us to visit soon. 

Monthly Opportunity
Raffle Winner

May 2025 - Maye Fukumoto
June 2025 - Kathy Kinoshita
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The BWA has been arduously involved with the cleanup 
efforts with the remediation with the Temple. We are of 
course not alone with our efforts.

We thank the SOGS with their unending support and help with 
clearing the Temple’s basement with the BWA’s Silent Auction and 
White Elephant Sale items. They have been a mainstay of the Tem-
ple, helping wherever help is needed. Naomi Yonesawa and Lynne 
Masumoto led the way for clearing and storing the Silent Auction 
and White Elephant Sale items with the support from Temple mem-
bers and those who were kind to lend a helping hand. BWA supplies 
and equipment were cleared, cleaned and stored. Our thanks and 
gratitude goes out to all who helped and led the way.

The BWA’s fundraising efforts will once again come to fruition 
when the time is right with the Temple. In the meantime, we have 
again been asked to join the Citadel’s Shopping Extravaganza on 
Saturday, September 20. Details willbecome available as we ap-
proach the date.

In conjunction with the FBWA’s125 year centennial celebration, 
we have been asked to look in our photo albums for memorable pic-
tures of our Fujin Kai or photos of our BWA. Please contact Linda 
Ito at mrsito@hotmail.com.

Now that summer is here and Obon Season will soon be upon us. 
Let us all celebrate and support our sister Temples wearing our PBT 
Happi’s and dancing the Obon odoris.

	 Linda Ito, PBWA Executive Council

BWA is selling 1-Dozen Krispy Kreme Donut coupons 
for $15. These coupons can be used at any Krispy 
Kreme donut shop in the USA. Email pasadenabwa@
gmail.com and we will contact you.

Buddhist Women’s Association
No Obon festival is scheduled at 
this time...but please support our 
other sister Temples and churches 
by attending and wearing your 
Pasadena Hapi coat!
Many of the temples are also 
graciously accepting any help you 
can provide in their booths.
Pasadena will be sending out 
raffle tickets to everyone. Please 
purchase the tickets we mail you...
we will not be able to raise funds 

from food sales this year. We annually depend on the Obon to bring 
in $50,000 in income, which is used to keep our Temple running 
and paying all our utility bills. This year we have the additional cost 
of the remediation that is being conducted at this time. So we are 
depending on donations, raffle and sponsorships.

2025 Obon Schedule for So. District
July 5.........Senshin
July 12.......Oxnard
July 13.......Nishi Hongwanji from noon-6PM only

July 19.......Santa Barbara
July 19 & 20..........Orange County and Venice
July 26 & 27..........Higashi, Vista and West LA
August 2................San Diego
August 2 & 3.........Gardena
August 16..............Las Vegas


