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Pasadena Buddhist Temple Hikari
March & April, 2025

1993 Glen Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91103 • 626-798-4781

Sauntering into March & AprilSauntering into March & April
Rev. Jundo Gregory GibbsRev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs

Temple Calendar

Spring Ohigan March 16th
Ohigan, meaning Other Shore, is a service conducted during the spring 

equinox. At this time, the weather is neither too warm nor too cold; the 
days and nights are of equal length. harmony pervades throughout the uni-
verse. Therefore, we gather before the sacred shrine of Amida Buddha and 
meditate on the harmony of nature and devote ourselves 
to the realization of this harmony in our inner lives. 

You are cordially invited to our Spring Ohigan Ser-
vice on Sunday, March 17th beginning at 10:00am. We 
hope you can attend in person, but if you are unable, the 
service can be viewed on the PBT YouTube channel and 
the Temple website. Rev. Gregory Gibbs will be sharing 
a dharma message.

We will also be recognizing new members for 2025. The Temple is go-
ing through restoration from the fire, so check the temple website to see if 
in-person attendance for this service is cancelled.

March, 2025
2 ........Shotsuki - Monthly Memorial Service
5 ........PBT Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm
9 ........Family Service
16 ������Spring Ohigan Service, New Member Recognition
23 ......Family Service 
30 ......Family Service

April, 2024
2 ........PBT Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm
6 ........Shotsuki - Monthly Memorial Service
13. .....Family Service 
20 ......Hanamatsuri Service
     Guest speaker - Rev. Torii, SFVHHBT
27 ......Family Service

May, 2024
4 ........Shotsuki - Monthly Memorial Service
7 ........PBT Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm
11 ......Family Service
19. .....Gotan-E Service
25 ......NO Service at Temple 

Memorial Day Cemetery Service at Mt. View cemetery
The Temple Calendar is “impermanent” so please check the 

website or sign-up for the weekly eBlasts.

Monthly Opportunity Raffle

Buddha Day • Hanamatsuri
April 20th

This is a very special service to commemorate the birth 
of Gautama Buddha, also known as Shakyamuni Buddha. 
Legend has it that he was born in Lumbini Garden surrounded 
by flowers, beautiful singing birds with gentle sweet rain 
falling on him. We will also have Rev. 
Yukari Torii as our guest speaker.

At this service, a flower shrine 
known as a Hanamido is set-up 
as a symbol of Lumbini Garden. 
A statuette of the infant Buddha 
is placed in the hanamido and the 
sangha offer flowers and pour sweet 
tea over the statuette. We hope to 
see you at this very special service. 
BWA will be preparing otoki for all 
attendees.

If you have flowers we could use to decorate the hanamido, 
please contact Kyoko Gibbs or Jeannie Toshima. Wisteria and 
Sweet Pea flowers are most needed.  

I write these articles a bit before publication deadlines, so, as you read 
this essay, I have not entered the month of March. How should I enter the 
third month of the year? It might seem natural to march into March, but I 
just don’t march, never have. Some of you are already in the month where 
Spring begins. Did you spring into March? I am planning to saunter into 
March and April. 

Sauntering pretty much sounds like what it is, but I asked Microsoft 
Co-pilot for a definition and got, “To saunter is to walk in a slow, relaxed 
manner without hurry or effort.” Some of us were disappointed in devel-
opments in team sports and national politics late last year. Then came the 
winds and the fires. Utterly devastating for some of our members, trauma-
tizing for all of us. I feel like I am still trying to get my feet back underneath 
me. I am not yet prepared to sprint into the future. I am charting a leisurely 
stroll through the first three or four months of the year. 

At least fifteen of our members, here at the Pasadena Buddhist Temple, 
lost their homes to the Eaton fire in January. Together, we endured the un-
certainties, hardships and stress of that catastrophe. Doggedly we made it 
through February with wobbly steps on uncertain grounding.

We began, last month, the many months-long process of cleaning, se-
curing, rebuilding, restocking, and re-orienting to our current set of condi-
tions. We were helped by our brothers, and sisters and otherwise gendered 
friends from the Buddhist Churches of America [Especially our fellow 
temples in Southern District], by our friends from the Japanese-American 
community throughout the US, both Buddhist and non-Buddhist. We, al-
most all of us, were fatigued, and stressed in the month of February, but 
we were also lifted up by all the support we received. We came to realize 
that we truly are part of a large caring Sangha, and that there is still much 
decency in the broader community in which we live.  

So, I won’t march, I never do. I won’t sprint, don’t ask me, I will saunter 
into March and April confident in all the support that we provide for one 
another. Won’t you saunter into the Spring along with me?

Due to the fire, we have not had any monthly 
drawing. If you wrote a check to pay for a ticket 
and it has not been cashed yet, please contact 
Lori Hatakeyama. 
We hope to resume the drawings in March.



Pasadena Buddhist Temple • HIKARI • Mar-April, 2025 www.PasadenaBuddhistTemple.org Page 2

Shotsuki Service (Monthly Memorial Service) is held for those who passed away during a particular month. Family members and 
friends offer incense in honor of their loved one. This service provides the opportunity to acknowledge the influence this person made on 
your own life. Names of the deceased are read at this service. If you would like your loved one to be added to a monthly list, please contact 
Reverend Gibbs.

March Shotsuki Service - March 2nd

May Shotsuki Service - May 4th

April Shotsuki Service - April 6th

ARAI, Shiyano
DOI, Douglas Michitsura
DOI, Eiji
DOI, Eioi
FUJIMOTO, Masako
FUJIKAWA, Dean
FUJITAKI, Isamu
FUJITAKI, Motohiko
FUKUMOTO, Hatsuguri
FURAMOTO, Yuriko Lily
HATAKEYAMA, Mineto
HAYES, Rich Steven
HIRAKAWA, Hisano
HIRAMOTO, Fujiye
HIRATA, San
HIRAYASU, Najiro
HIROTA, Rev. Tetsunen
HONDA, Shin
HORI, Rennosuke
IGE, Saburo

IINUMA, Chiyoko
ITO, Ben
IWAHASHI, Mitsuzo
KAMOTO, Ichino
KATO, Mitsu
KATO, Seihichi
KAWAHARA, Musaku
KAWAHARA, Okame
KAWAMURA, Saichi
KAWAMOTO, Miya
KINOSHITA, Ronald H.
KIRIYAMA, Taketoshi
KONISHI, Akio
KONISHI, Ayano
KUBO, Seijiro
KURAOKA, Sakuichi
KURASHITA, Shigeru
KURAMOTO, Lily Yuriko
KURATA, Tsuyu
KUWAHARA, Waki

MASUMOTO, Kemeichi
MITA, Don Junzo
MIYASHITA, Hisano
MORIMOTO, Ito
MORIMOTO, Momoyo
MORIOKA, Chiyomi
MORIOKA, Kikuji
NAGASAWA, Fuyo
NAGATA, Toshie
NAIDO, Yoshiko
NISHI, Kiyoko
NISHIDA, Joichi
NISHIMOTO, Kino
NISHIMOTO, Masaichi
NISHIMOTO, Masako
OGAWA, Chiyoko
OTAKE, Torao
OTANI, Kazuichi
ROPPYAKUDA, Satoru 

Joe

SAKAMOTO, Haruichi
SASAMOTO, Takiko
SEIKI, Kameyo
SHIGEISHI, Tayoko
SHIGENO, Hatsutaro
SUGASAWARA, Matsu
SUGIYAMA, Tokiji
SUNAIRI, Jokichi
TAKAHASHI, Toshio
TAKEDA, Kiyoshi
TAKEMORI, Irene
TAKEMORI, Terry
TAKENAKA, Tokie
TAKENOUCHI, Shinichi
TAMURA, Hisako
TANABE, Masao
TESHIMA, Tokichi
TOGASHI, Akira
TOINAKA, Tagoro

TOKOROSAKI, Katsuno
TOMOTANI, Hideji
WAKASA, Kihei
YAMADA, Hatsutaro
YAMAGUCHI, Rev. Ken
YAMANAKA, Mary
YAMANE, Chieko
YAMANE, Katsutaro
YAMANE, Shigeo
YAMANE, Tadao
YAMASAKI, Kuuemon
YAMASAKI, Mas
YAMASAKI, Mitsuyo
YAMASAKI, Yoshimasa
YAMASAKI, Yayoi
YOKOYAMA, Ikue
YUJIRI, Hisa

COLE, Amelia Vasquez
DOI, Tomoyo
FUJIKAWA, Masao
FUJIMOTO, Kenji
FUKUMOTO, Suma
GIBBS, Ruth
GOTO, Tsune
GOTO, Yoshio
HANASHIRO, Seiichi
HARABE, Kazuaki
HAYAMA, Yonekichi
HIDA, Yuko
HINO, Naokichi
HOROWITZ-NISHIMOTO, 

Michi
IKEDA, Dr. Kazuo
INOUYE, Kurakichi
ISHIHARA, Kohei

ISHITA, Shizuko
IWATA, Masu
KAWAHARA, Hinasaku
KAWAHARA, Sumako
KAWAMOTO, Masami
KIKKAWA, Alice
KIMURA, Mamoru
KIRIYAMA, Aki
KOBAYASHI, Sumie
KONISHI, Tomi
KUBO, Tamino
MATSUMURA, Buichi
MITSUOKA, Shigeru
MURAKI, Kayo
MURAKI, Toraichi
NAGATA, Nami
NAGATANI, Ito
NAKAGAWA, Mitchell 

Mitsuo

NAKANISHI, Yukiko
NAKATANI, Sei
NODA, Satoru
NODA, Tadayuki
OKAZAKI, Fuku
OKAZAKI, Shohachi
OKI, Saiichi
OKIDA, Hizume
OKUNO, Mitsuko
OMORI, Fumiyo
OMURA, Tsuru
OSHITA, Rikiye
OTAKE, Shizue
OTANI, Hamako
SAEDA, Asaichi
SAKAI, Gonzo
SAKIYABU, Shigeichi
SAKAMOTO, Some

SAKAMOTO, Tsune
SATO, Tadao
SERA, Rikue
SUNADA, Kiyomi
TAKAGI, Masaichi
TAKEDA, Katsuichi
TAMURA, Shie
TANAKA, Tazuno
TANAKA, Yoshitaro
TANIMOTO, Shigeyoshi
TARUMOTO, Naoichi 

Tom
TSUKIDA, Shiki
TSUKIMOTO, Tadashi
UTSUMI, Takeo Babe
UYETANAKA, Toshiko
WAKASA, Hisashi
WAKASA, Mitsuye

WATANABE, Tome
YAMADA, Nitaro
YAMAGUCHI, Yasuyoshi
YAMAMOTO, Tamigoro
YAMANAKA, Jane
YAMANE, George
YAMANE, Ishi
YAMANE, Tsune
YAMASAKI, Jun
YAMASAKI, Masuichi
YAMASAKI, Teruo
YAMASAKI, Ryuso
YAMASAKI, Satoko
YAMASHITA, Naota
YAMASHITA, Yoshino
YANO, Kizo (Kizou)
YONEDA, Hatsue Sue

AMASUGE, Kiyoko
ARIMA, Tomosaburo
ENDO, Gihei
FUJIMOTO, Kimi
FUJIMOTO, Masao
FUKUWA, Yuriko Betty
GOTO, Chikako
HAMANO, Shinajiro
HASHIMURA, Gary 
Akira
HERNANDEZ, Setsuko 
Sonoki
IKEDA, Dr. Kazuo
IKEDA, Kiichi
KAWAMOTO, Yoichi

KAWAMURA, Randy
KIKKAWA, Alan
KISHABA, Kiyoko
KURAMOTO, Kaori
KURAMOTO, Steven
MARUMOTO, Kunitoshi
MATSUMOTO, Rokuichi
MITO, Aiji
MIYAGISHIMA, Gen-
kichi
MIYAMOTO, Kome
MIYASHITA, Shinichi
MURASHIGE, George
NAITO, Sasako
NAKAJIMA, Nui

NAKAMOTO, Kenichi
NAKAMURA, Tani
NAKASHIMO, Hirose
NISHIMOTO, Jean Kaoru
NISHIMURA, Kii
NUMA, Toranosuke
OGATA,Wai
OKUNO, Heiji
OKUNO, Tane
OKUTANI, Koshimo
ONISHI, Katsuto
OTANI, Waka
SAKUDA, Ushi
SATO, Ayako
SATO, Henry Yoshio

SHIMODA, Tokiko
SHINMOTO, Bill
SHIROZU, Isou
SUECHIKA, Tom
SUNADA, Yuku
SUNAIRI, Chiyeko
TAKEMOTO, Mitsuyo
TAMANAHA, Kokichi
TANAKA, Hiroshi
TANAKA, Minoru
TANAKA, Ryotaro
TANAKA, Sute
TANAKA, Yone
TASAKI, Hyakutaro
TSUKIMOTO, Mary 

Yoshie
USHIJIMA, Helen Mori
UTSUMI, Helen Chiyeko
WAKABAYASHI, Nobuki
WATANABE, Mitsu
YAMADA, Sentaro
YAMAMOTO, Yoshikiyo
YAMASAKI, Toshimi
YAMASHITA, Shigeichi 
Jack
YAMANE, Tatsuo
YUSA, Hatsuo
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Carla Cole, Tom, Amelia & Grant Edwards
Candice Doi & Michael Powers

Calvin & Patty Fujiwara
Maye Fukumoto & Patrick Ryan

Alan & Lori Hatakeyama
James & Aya Hirano

Fred & Tina Ige
Heather, Boon, Bowen, Neo Lim & Panther Jones

Juan & Lauren Martinez
Ken & Zeena Okazaki

Nathan & Christine Sugimoto
Pam & Roy Sunada

Kevin & Sandy Tsujihara

Tamiko Goto

Dennis & Tina Marie Ito

Gerald & Linda Ito

Shinobu Kiriyama

Sam Masumoto

Dona Mitoma & Marvin Inouye

Mitsunori Nishikawa

Sid & Yukie Okazaki

Mark Oune

John & Lynne Ozawa

Peterson Family Foundation

Scott & Shelley Shinmoto

George & Ruri Sugimoto

Paid 2025 Membership

Legacy Fund Information and Members

Individual Membership

Individual Friends Membership

Family Membership Family Friends Membership

2025 Membership
What does “membership” mean? It is the state of belonging to or being a part of a group or an organization. Become part of 
our Pasadena Sangha by becoming a Temple Member.

Membership dues are used to support our own Temple and the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA). The BCA is our 
national organization which supports ALL temples by helping to prepare our ministers and supports sangha members with 
programs that help promote Shin Buddhism.

Individual membership is $300, Family membership is $500 for couples and children, and $50 for 21 to 29 year olds. We also have a “Friend 
of the Temple” membership available. Membership applications can be found in the Temple Office, or on the Temple website. Membership 
payments can be made in a lump sum or in quarterly payments, you can also pay and join online.

Mark Araki
Joni Fiske

William Fujimoto
Alan Goto

Evelyn Goto
Al Nakata

Cliff Nakatani
David Nishimura
Naomi Okamoto

Emily Sato
Emiko Tagami

Sachiko Gayle Tsukida
Albert Yamasaki

Tomomi Yamasaki
Naomi Yonesawa

Robert Fukumoto
Toru Hisayasu
Midori Ikenaga
Hiroko Inouye

Catherine Mikuni
Jose Salcedo

Lynda Schmidt
Reiko Shibasaki

Jane Smith
Lisa Tanahashi

Akemi Uchiyama
Jane Utsumi

Ron & Cynthia Dyo
Lilian Fujimoto & David Hampton

Steven & Elizabeth Kikkawa
Michael Lombardo & Minako Iwanaga

Stefani & Brandon Takahashi
Steve & Irene Tanihara

The Legacy Fund was established over 10 years ago in 2014 as a way to build our operating 
revenue through donations. Unfortunately, our financial situation has not changed over the 
ten-year period as our membership growth is not keeping pace with increasing costs. Our 
Temple is over 65-years old and we find ourselves in a constant state of repair to the existing 
structures. Most urgent is the need to improve security on our grounds. While we continue to 
fundraise throughout the year, the Legacy Fund is a solid resource for operations as well as 
needed improvements or emergency repairs. If you are able, please consider making a one-
time financial commitment to this fund. Your gift can be as little as $5,000 and you and/or 
your family will be honored perpetually with a bronze leaf on the Legacy Tree in the garden 
classroom. Additionally, your donation to the Legacy Fund allows you lifetime membership 
which means you no longer pay annual Temple dues. If you prefer, your donation can be 
pledged in payments over time, or you can even make your commitment now and pay when 
the time is right for you. Contact Shelley Shinmoto with any questions or if you need additional 
information.  yamaneshinmoto@gmail.com or 323-351-0274. 

Pasadena Buddhist 
Temple was recently 
awarded a grant from 
Keiro which will 
provide ongoing sup-

port of some of our programs that had been in place the 
past 4-years. The activities in the grant were included to 
encourage our Senior Sangha and neighborhood seniors to 
come and have a safe space to socialize and share meals. 

This grant will allow us to continue to offer a variety of 
activities like walking, pickle ball, origami, and MahJong. 

We will also continue to provide lunches for the Pasadena 
Nikkei Seniors in 2025.

It is our hope that these activities will increase the quality 
of life for our “senior” sangha members and friends.

We would like to acknowledge the following that made donations of supplies 
(water, household goods, clothing, soap, personal hygene items, toys, books, 

etc), and Gift Cards to distribute to those in need:

• Orange County Buddhist Church • Gardena Buddhist Church •
• Buddhist Temple of San Diego • Venice Buddhist Temple •

• Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
• Las Vegas Sangha • San Fernando Valley Buddhist Temple • 

• Kizuna • Hiro Watanabe • So. Calif. Flower Market •
 • JACCC • LTSC • Fugetsudo • Youngstown Gloves •

 • Direct Relief • Walnut Elementary • Wade Utsunomiya • 
• Ron & Cindy Dyo • Steve & Irene Tanihara •

• Lynda Bobka • Naomi Yonesawa • 
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Donations Received December and January
The following donations received in the month of December 2024 and January 2025 are gratefully acknowledged.

Shotsuki Hoyo - December 1st & January 5th

Oseibo December 15th 

Ho Onko - January 12th 

Special Donations 
$400 .....Ron & Michiko Oba Art & Cheryl Sakahara, in memory of 

Isamu Sam Sakahara, father
$300 .....Mary Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of Miyako Yamane
$200 .....Midori Ikenaga, in memory of Jack S. Shigeno
$200 .....Mary Sato & Jean Ito, in memory of Isamu Sakahara
$150 .....Yukiko Kataoka, in memory of Daisuke Omori
$100 .....Lisa Doi, in memory of Kathryn T. Doi & Setsuyo Doi
$100 .....Maye Fukumoto, in memory of Kiyosaku Fukumoto
$100 .....Corrine Ishikawa, in memory of Toshio Ishikawa
$100 .....Misa Kawano, in memory of Kiyoshi Ishida & Chiyoko Goto
$100 .....Carolyn Matsuda, in memory of Miyako Yamane
$100 .....Emily Sato, in memory of Miyako Yamane
$80 .......Carolyn Matsuda, in memory of Uncle Sam Sakahara
$50 .......Alan Hatakeyama, in memory of Mary Hatakeyama
$50 .......Mitsuko Hays, in memory of Shizue Yano
$50 .......Kelly Hokyo, in memory of Haru Kawashima
$50 .......Gerry Ito, in memory of Toshiko Ito
$50 .......Takako Murashige, in memory of Chiyoko Goto
$50 .......Tomomi Yamasaki

$5,000 ......Alan Goto
$3,000 ......Pasadena Buddhist Womens Association
$2,000 ......Maye Fukumoto and Patrick Ryan
$1,700  .....Nathan Sugimoto
$1,000  .....Kyoko Gibbs, Residence Update
$1,000  .....Shinobu Kiriyama, 2025 Special Services
$1,000  .....Westmont Corporation, In memory of John & Trudy 

Nishizu
$800  ........Michael Gillespie, Temple Fire Fund
$500  ........Michel Gillespie
$500  ........Mark Oune, Temple Fire Fund
$500  ........Anonymous
$500  ........Anonymous to Dharma School
$500  ........Anonymous Donation to SOGs
$400  ........Lilian Fujimoto
$400  ........Ron Toshima, Orei Facility Use
$300  ........Lisa Tanahashi
$300  ........Winston Uchiyama
$200  ........Regina Furumoto
$200  ........Minako Iwanaga and Michael Lombard
$200  ........Naomi Yonesawa, Maintenance Fund
$200  ........Pasadena Nikkei Seniors, December - Pickleball
$150  ........ Jose Salcedo Flower Fund
$100  ........Lynda Bobka
$100  ........Maye Fukumoto, Eitaikyo
$100  ........Midori Ikenaga
$100 .........Keith & Deborah Kitani, Donation on behalf of 

Hatsumi Kitani
$100  ........Marcia Murota, Residence Update
$100 .........Cliff Nakatani
$100  ........Naomi Okamoto
$100  ........Carol Oyama, In memory of John Oyama, 3rd Year
$100 .........Manuel Rivas, Temple Fire Fund
$100  ........Kubota Nikkei Mortuary, 2024 Year End Donation
$95 ...........Tai Chi Students
$50  ..........Dennis Ito
$50  ..........Francesca Lafayette
$50  ..........Lauren Martinez, Dharma School See’s Candy 

Fundraiser
$50  ..........Hiroko Masuda,Orei - Table & Chairs
$50  ..........Catherine Mikuni, In memory of Hanae Higashioka
$50  ..........Ron Toshima, Orei Mochi Machine
$40  ..........Glen Sato, PBT Cookbooks
$25 ...........Gerry Ito, Orei - Table & Chairs
$25  ..........Mark Nakatani, Joya-E Service
$10  ..........Marvin Inouye

Lindsey Hirano - Donation of the Happy Meals for children 
attending the Hoonko Service

Gail Nakano - Donation of: Obutsudan, Trays, Pots, Socks, 
Note Pads Paper Napkins, Stuffed Animals. Craft 
Materials. Aprons, Shirt, Kitchen Items

Barbara Yasuda - Donation of 2- Obi, 10-Kimonos

$100 .....Midori Ikenaga, Rev. Tetsuo Unno
$90 .......Carol Oyama
$50 .......BWA, Gerry Ito, Yukiko Kataoka, Lynne Masumoto, Carolyn 

Matsuda, Carol Oyama, Roy Sunada, Jeannie Toshima

$1,500 ..Fred Ige
$1,000 ..Alan Goto
$750 .....Roy Sunada
$500 .....Shinobu Kiriyama, Kathy & Wes Kumagai, Albert Nakata, 

Susan Sandberg
$450 .....Marvin Inouye & Dona Mitoma
$300 .....Greg Gibbs, David Nishimura, Akemi Uchiyama
$250 .....Scott & Shelley Shinmoto, Kevin Tsujihara, Deborah Wing
$200 .....Nina Akiyama, Lilian Fujimoto, Howard Hays, Midori Ikenaga, 

Lynne Masumoto, Kiyoe Suzuki, George Takenouchi, Steve & 
Irene Tanihara, Carla Cole & Thomas Edwards, Tomomi Yama-
saki

$100 .....William Fujimoto, Jess Hamada, Craig & Carol Higa, Wandy 
Jung, Yukiko Kataoka, Dawn Kita, Komako Leland, Mitsunori 
Nishikawa, Michiko Oba, Rev. Tetsuo Unno

$50 .......Pasadena BWA, Joyce Futa, Aya Hirano, Hiroko Inouye, Gary 
Kanemoto, Lauren Martinez, Carol Oyama, Jean Toshima

$30 .......Cathy Mikuni

We also received Oseibo donations totaling $12,075 from the following 
people including 7-anonymous donations: Maye Fukumoto & Patrick 
Ryan, Rumiko Shiroma, Jane Smith, Gerry & Linda Ito, Melissa Meza, 
Elaine Harada.

Temple Contact Info:
eMail: Pasadenasangha@icloud.com

Website: https://PasadenaBuddhistTemple.org
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Message from Lori & Jeannie

Buddhist Women’s Association

Dharma School News

Hello Everyone. The Spring season will be here soon. Fresh flowers 
and plants are starting to rejuvenate which is wonderful because of 
the “bad” start of the new year.

BWA’s dine-out fundraiser at Shaker’s was a great success. Thank you everyone 
who was able to sit and enjoy a delicious meal or take out. It is much appreciated 
as our BWA has been unable to have our regular fundraisers (like chirashi) due 
to the fire.

Our members have been busy organizing supplies and meals to help distribute 
to our neighbors and members who were affected by the Eaton fire.

BWA is continuing the New Year’s luncheon until a date to be determined 
due to the fire. Invitations will be sent out later. Spring Ohigan and Hanamatsuri 
Services are coming soon. Hope to see everyone there.

Reminder: The Buddhist Women’s Association (BWA) welcomes anyone to join 
our service organization. If you or if you know anyone who would like to join our 
BWA, please have them email Jeanne Ideno (Acting President) at jeanneideno@
yahoo.com. Membership fee is $25.00. If you are an existing member, please 
send your check to Pasadena Buddhist Temple, c/o Corky Ishikawa, 1993 Glen 
Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91103.

    Respectfully submitted, Jeane Ideno

“Our sorrows and wounds are healed only when 

we touch them with compassion.”             Buddha

All the compassionate actions and words that 
were shown recently have been incredibly mov-
ing. We are in this together because we are stron-
ger together… You are not alone...we are here for YOU.
Darma School Schedule for March and April: 3/2 (Shotsuki, Guest speaker), 3/16 
(Spring Ohigan), and 4/20 (Hanamatsuri – Birthday Party for Baby Buddha) 
Looking forward to seeing you! We encourage all grandparents to bring your 
grandchildren!

Misaye Abiko
Dennis Akizuki
Stacey Camara
Ellen Dunleavy
James Gibson
Joyce Tonooka

Yasunori Gohata
Donald & Sumi Gullickson
Glen & Reiko Hatakeyama

Teresa Hirahara
James Hirano

Stanford Hirotsu
Diane Hisayasu

Fred Ige
Midori Ikenaga

Sandy Inouye-Imai
Virginia Ishida

Leslie Ito
Rev. John Iwohara

Robyn Izumi
Bert Jayasekera
Patty Kanemoto
Yukiko Kataoka
Alice Kazuyo
Ann Kiriyama
Wayne Kitade
Hatsumi Kitani
Candice Kodani

Karen Kondo
Kushi Family

Leighton Lopez
Cheryl Masukawa
Judy Matsuzaki
Dennis Morioka
Jackie Motobo

Carolyn Nakagawa
Kenneth Nakakura
Patricia Nakamura

J. Nakaso
Lynn Nakaso

Dennis Nakatani
Mitsunori Nishikawa

Michael Nishimoto
Ko Nishimura
Cheryl Ohashi
Ken Okazaki

Ronald Okubo
Robert Ronne

John Ruh
Donna Sanada

Louise Sanematsu
Brian & Lorin Sasaki Family

Lisa Sawai
William Lew Tan 
Reiko Shibasaki
Karen Shibata

Ruth Shigenaga
Jane & Robert Shintaku

Rumiko Shiroma
Reiko Shishido

Kenneth & Janice Shue
Dennis Sugita
Emiko Tagami

Gay Taira
Glen Tanaka

Steve & Irene Tanihara
Anne Tominaga
Shiro Toyoaki
Gary Tsudama

Dennis Tsukagawa
Rev. Tetsuo Unno
Shelley M. Ushio

Lori Usuki
Robert Wada

Raymond & Janice Waldorf
Judy Watanabe

Jeanne Yamanaka
Judy Yamane
Patty Yamano
S. T. Yemoto

John & Elaine Yoshikawa
Toyoko Yuki
Wallace Yuki

We appreciate all the donations that have beenWe appreciate all the donations that have been
mailed-in to support the Eaton Fire Victims.mailed-in to support the Eaton Fire Victims.  

We would like to acknowledge 

the monetary donations for 

the Eaton Fire Fund from the 

following organizations:

The Buddhist Churches of America
Gardena Buddhist Church

Buddhist Temple of Alameda
Midwest Buddhist Temple Women’s Association

Las Vegas Buddhist Sangha
Nishi Dharma School & Junior YBA

Oregon Buddhist Womens Association
Oxnard Buddhist Womens Association

So District Junior YBA
Venice Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
Vista Buddhist Woman’s Association

A Note in Place of  an Article

This Note is being written about two or three weeks after the Altadena fire, 
in which those living in Altadena lost 17 lives and over 9,000 structures and 
houses.

Because I’d sensed the enormity of this event and the pain and suffering that 
may accompany it, I found it difficult and, in the end, impossible to write a 
“normal” article, even, for example, on what Dharmic lessons we might learn 
from this event and so forth.

In the next, May-June Hikari, however, I hope to go back to writing articles 
as before, but for now, this Note will simply have to suffice.

    Gassho, Rev. Tetsuo Unno.

It has been a tough start to 2025 for members and friends of our Temple. No 
one could have ever envisioned such a disaster that would a!ect so many lives in 
such a short period of time. "e Temple Sangha and friends have rallied to sup-
port as many victims as possible through donations, and supplies. Our hearts were 
touched by the outpouring of unsolicited donations and help from friends, and 
organizations. PBT became a place for comfort and support. Rev. Gibbs and Kyoko 
have kept the Temple open 7-days a week to welcome anyone who needs any as-
sistance. We appreciate all their e!orts. We are also grateful to Azay, JACCC, Yama 
Sushi and so many other groups for providing meals at no cost to the victims. Our 
Temple buildings and Minister’s home will need to be cleaned and repaired, please 
check the website for any possible closures. Gassho to everyone for their Dana and 
Compassionate actions.

  Namo Amida Butsu, Jeannie Toshima & Lori Hatakeyama
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It has been a rough start this year! But we know that we will be stronger as the 
time passes. The compassion and geneosity of so many people has been amazing! 

We are grateful to everyone who has offered assistance and goods for all our friends and neighbors who have been impacted by the Eaton fire. 
In the midst of this disaster, we have been touched by all the love, caring and compassion that has been shown by so many people. There is 
a LOT of good and hope in this world! There were over 240 online donors who used our GiveButter fund raising webiste and over $40,000 
was donated for the fire victims just from this online collector. We are updating the website with photos of the many donations that have been 
delivered by many of our sister Temples in BCA. This list may be incomplete, we apologize for any omissions.

George Abe
Marsha Aizumi
Gaylen Akira
Kristen Allin
Hazel Ando

Tina Arao-Jay
Linda Asao

Emi Avondstondt
Ruth Baylis
Joe Blaylock
Chiemi Bly

Miki Brewster
David Brown
Joseph Burby

Cynthia Castle Martin
Jac Cerney
Carla Cole

Lisa Cummings
Rev. Jean Paul DeGuzman

Joy DeJaeger
Gayle Denaco
Stefan Dittmar

Nancey Epperson
Yasuko Fields
Miya Folick

Anne Fujimoto
Lika Fujita

Thomas Fujita
Gail Furuya
Sidd Futaba

Michelle Galecki
Stuart Gardner

Ronald Gee
Kyoko Gibbs
Julie Gladajo
Kim Gohata

Mari Goodrich-Haworth
Alan Goto

Kristin Stiles Green
Charlene Grinolds
Elizabeth Hamada

Jess Hamada
Susan Hanada

Linda Hanamoto
Heather Harada

Glen & Reiko Hatakeyama
Howard Hays

Barbara Hedani-Morishita
Randall Higa
Tracy Higuchi

Robert Hill
Yuki Himeji

Christine Hirabayashi
Teresa Hirahara

James and Ayako Hirano
Jeff and Laurel Hirouji

Jennifer Honda
Linda Hori

Yangzhou Hou
Joy Howell

Jeanne Ideno
Midori Ikenaga

Brian Imada
Laverne K Imori

Gerald Iseda
Randolph Itaya

Leslie Ito
Noelle Ito
Kathy Ito

Karl Iwahashi
Sachiko Iwai

Tracy Iwanaga
Joni Iwasaki

Alexander Justice
Junko Kajita

Nadine Kakimoto
Karen Kaldunski

Tosh Kameda
Gail Kaminishi

Nicolas Kamitsubo
Paula Kanagawa

Emily Kariya
Sandra Kataoka
Steven Kikkawa

Paul and Maida Kikuchi
Dawn Kita

Akiko Kodama
Julie Kono

Sharon Kosai
Kathleen Kubota

Kathleen Kumagai
Marsha Kunisaki
Milnes Kurashige
Linda Kuratomi

Rev. Katsuya Kusunoki
Pat Lacap

James Landrum
Barbara Lee
Bryan Lee

Nikos Leverenz
Ethan Li

Michael Lombardo
Sara Maddalena

Sterling Makishima
Lauren Martinez
Ayako Masada
Kent Matsuda

Jerry Matsukuma

Jaclyn Matsuura
Andy Mayeda
Izumi Mihashi
Kelly Mikuni

Edwin K Minamoto
Aleyna Minamoto

Cat Missal
David Mitani
Alan Miwa

Lynn Miyamoto
Linda Miyamoto

Marcus Mizushima
Brian Mizushima
Anh Montealvo
Vincent Moore
Atsuko Moreno

Chizuko Morimoto
Ken and Priscilla Mui

Maya Murashima
Tiegan Nagafuji
Sharon Nagata

Rev. Brian Nagata
Kemi Nakabayashi

Tom Nakagiri
Toby Nakamoto

Sharleen Nakaoka-Aoki
Grant Nakata

Mark Nakatani
Darin Nakauchi

Richard Nakawatase
Kelvin Nishikawa
Patricia Nishimura

Cheryl Noda
Norman Noji

Eugene Nomura
Miyuki Norrish
Akemi Norrish
Mariko Obyrne
Takanobu Oda

Emily Oda
Takanobu Oda
Cheryl Ohashi

Naomi Okamoto
Linda Okino

Joyce Okumura Lee
Terri Omori

Kristi Omoto
Diana Ono
Yoshi Ono
Lee Osaki

Lisa & Tilden Osako
Janis Ozaki
John Ozawa

Robert Ozawa

Stephanie Ozawa
Amy E Peterson

Miho Purcell
Stacy Reardon

Alison Reta
Michael Richards

Lucy Rivello
Joseph Jr Romo
Danielle Rose
Kevin Ross

Randall Sakamoto
Charlene Sakatani
Pauline Sakuma
Michael Salazar
Susan Sandberg

Ami Sanders
Gail Sharp

Tim Shimizu
Jamie Shimizu

Jean Shimoguchi
Carol Shimono
Scott Shinmoto
Ann Shintani

Rumiko Shiroma
Rev. Yuki Sugahara
Phyllis Sugimoto

Roy Sunada
Gay Taira

Carol Takagi
Alice Takamiyashiro

Kiki Takemoto
Hiroshi Takeshita

Susan Taketa
Sara Tam

Gay Tanaka
Rev. Kenneth Tanaka

Nancy Tanaka
Jeffrey Tani
Gordon Tani

Eaton Fire Online Donations

Ikuye Tanimoto
Richard Tanizawa
Christine Terada

Mike & Gayle Teramoto
Peter Thiemann
Joanne Tokeshi

Satoshi Tomioka
Rev. Yukari Torii
Reiko Toshima

Cynthia Toyoshima
Annelise Trujillo

Leslie Tsai
Kimberly Tsuchida

Cove Tsui
Wendy Tukloff

Akemi Uchiyama
Julia Ueda

Cindy Uehara
Karen Ujihara

Emi Usuda
Jane Utsumi

Koen Vandenbiggelaar
Tina Wada

Aletha Watanabe
Miho Weinstein
Kirstine Whisler
Calvin Willett
Ty Williams

Deborah Wing
Linda Yamada

Craig Yamamoto
Sue Yamasaki

Carla Yamashiro
Curt Yasuhara

Naomi Yonesawa
Perry Yoshida

Mark Yoshikawa
Scott Yoshikawa

Tamie Yusa-Ogawa

AZAY and YAMA SUSHI
Ever since the fire, Azay Restaurant and Yama Sushi 

Marketplace have prepared meals to provide to those 
impacted by the disaster and to first responders. 

Volunteers from PBT and PJCI would help prepare 
the meals at Azay. These food boxes were picked up 
by those in need here at PBT. Japangeles recently had 
a fundraiser to help with the expenses of the meal 
distribution.

Many also were able to pick up necessary supplies 
from the donated items that are displayed in the 
classroom. Please visit the Temple website to see 
photos of all the donated items.


