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Pasadena Buddhist Temple Hikari
May & June, 2025

1993 Glen Avenue • Pasadena, CA 91103 • 626-798-4781

Geting a Grip on ThingsGeting a Grip on Things
Rev. Jundo Gregory GibbsRev. Jundo Gregory Gibbs May, 2025

4.........Monthly Memorial Service
10	�������So. District Tri-Temple Seminar at San Fernando Val-

ley Buddhist Temple from 1:00 PM
11	������Gotan-E Service - Guest Speaker Bishop Aoki 

(Canada Kyodan)
18	������Family Service --Hatsumairi (if we have infants) @10am
25.......Memorial Day Cemetery Service at Mt. View cemetery
	 NO Service at Temple, meet at cemetery 

June 2025
1.........Monthly Memorial Service 
4.........PBT Board meeting @ 7:00 PM
8	��������Family Service - Guest Speaker Rev. Stacey Reardon 

(San Fernando Valley Buddhist Temple)
15.......Family Service 
22.......Family Service & Graduate recognition
29.......Family Service (Sensei in Arizona)

July 2025
2.........PBT Board meeting @ 7:00 PM
6.........Monthly Memorial Servce 
12.......Temple Omigaki & General Clean Up
13.......Obon & Hatsubon Service
17 & 18  Obon set up
19.......Obon Festival
20.......NO SERVICE
27.......Family Service

Information can change, so please refer to the calendar on the 
Temple’s website.

Temple Calendar

Our School of Buddhism, Jodo 
Shinshu, was founded near the be-
ginning of the 13th Century of the 
Common Era. It was early in the 
13th century that Shinran Shonin 
and Honen Shonin were propagat-
ing what Shinran called “the cur-
rent Pure Land movement.” This 
egalitarian, down-to-earth Bud-
dhist approach developed into the 
two schools of Jodo Shu and the 
ten schools of Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhism.

We are Hongwanji-ha or Nishi Hongwanji, which, along with Hi-
gashi Hongwanji together number about 30-million followers. We 
take Shinran as our founder and express our thanks to him on his 
birthday, May 21st, or on the Sunday closest to that day. This year 
we will celebrate Gotane on May 11th with a service beginning at 
10 am. We hope you can join us in person, or it can be viewed via 
the Temple’s YouTube account. Our guest speaker is Bishop Aoki, 
from the Canada Kyodan.

Gotane Service • May 11, 2025
Come celebrate Shinran 

Shonin’s Birthday.

Monthly Opportunity
Raffle Winners

January 2025 - Melissa Meza
February 2025 -Nathan Sugimoto

March 2025 - Maye Fukumoto
April 2025 - Glen Hatakeyama 

So far this year, we have been through destructive winds and dev-
astating fires.  All that just following some horrific national elections. 
We are definitely in recovery mode right now.  We are, as the culturally 
lauded metaphors go, getting back on our feet. We are, … trying to get 
a grip on things.

I love movies, and “getting a grip on things” is a phrase that always 
brings up a particular scene in the film Yojimbo.  After being beaten so 
badly that it seemed he might never recover, Yojimbo repeatedly tries 
to close his hand around the hilt of his sword. Once he is able to fully 
close his hand around the katana he gets an evil gleam in his eye and 
places a terrifying smile on his face which says, - ‘I can grip my sword 
now, my enemies will die!”

We have got a grip on things now, most of us, and oppressing fac-
tors in our lives will now be vanquished.  Not in the violent way in 
which Toshiro Mifune’s character dispels his enemies in the films. But 
just as thoroughly. We will remediate smoke damage. We will repair 
or rebuild burnt structures. We will find safe housing. We will hold 
negligent parties accountable. We will make things right. Now that we 
are getting a grip on things.

At the age of 76, I am not sure how many more times I can pick 
myself up and carry on, if I am to confront more of these disasters. My 
childhood home in Santa Rosa was destroyed by fires. My childhood 
home in Watsonville survived the floods only to be destroyed by an 
earthquake 15 years later. Two months ago, we had to evacuate the 
temple residence for a couple of days. Not so bad, … for me. 

Most of our members have suffered greatly in these recent catas-
trophes. I was only slightly challenged by it all, so it is, perhaps, rather 
easy for me to say, “I’m getting a grip on things now.” Many of our 
members have been severely harmed by the Eaton fire. We have been 
trying to do as much as we can to support you all. I hope that you will 
all, soon, feel that you have got a grip on things again. Our oppressors 
are human obtuseness, human incompetence and global warming. It 
will be a long struggle. Nonetheless, we will prevail. We are getting a 
grip on things. I can almost feel my fingers closing around the hilt of 
the katana.  

We still have a few tickets left for the 2025 Opportunity Drawing 
(only 275 tickets are sold). Each ticket is $100 and every month you 
have a very good chance to win $500. Selected ticket is returned 
to the barrel for another chance. December drawing will have 2- 
$1,000 winners.

Picture by the late Rev. Watanabe
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Shotsuki Service (Monthly Memorial Service) is held for those who passed away during a particular month. Family members and 
friends offer incense in honor of their loved one. This service provides the opportunity to acknowledge the influence this person made on 
your own life. Names of the deceased are read at this service. If you would like your loved one to be added to a monthly list, please contact 
Reverend Gibbs.

May Shotsuki Service - May 4th

July Shotsuki Service - July 6th

June Shotsuki Service - June 1st

AMASUGE, Kiyoko
ARIMA, Tomosaburo
ENDO, Gihei
FUJIMOTO, Kimi
FUJIMOTO, Masao
FUKUWA, Yuriko Betty
GOTO, Chikako
HAMANO, Shinajiro
HASHIMURA, Gary Akira
HERNANDEZ, Setsuko Sonoki
IKEDA, Dr. Kazuo
IKEDA, Kiichi
KAWAMOTO, Yoichi
KAWAMURA, Randy
KIKKAWA, Alan
KISHABA, Kiyoko
KURAMOTO, Kaori

KURAMOTO, Steven
MARUMOTO, Kunitoshi
MATSUMOTO, Rokuichi
MITO, Aiji
MIYAGISHIMA, Genkichi
MIYAMOTO, Kome
MIYASHITA, Shinichi
MURASHIGE, George
NAITO, Sasako
NAKAJIMA, Nui
NAKAMOTO, Kenichi
NAKAMURA, Tani
NAKASHIMO, Hirose
NISHIMOTO, Jean Kaoru
NISHIMURA, Kii
NUMA, Toranosuke
OGATA,Wai

OKUNO, Heiji
OKUNO, Tane
OKUTANI, Koshimo
ONISHI, Katsuto
OTANI, Waka
SAKUDA, Ushi
SATO, Ayako
SATO, Henry Yoshio
SHIMODA, Tokiko
SHINMOTO, Bill
SHIROZU, Isou
SUECHIKA, Tom
SUNADA, Yuku
SUNAIRI, Chiyeko
TAKEMOTO, Mitsuyo
TAMANAHA, Kokichi

TANAKA, Hiroshi
TANAKA, Minoru
TANAKA, Ryotaro
TANAKA, Sute
TANAKA, Yone
TASAKI, Hyakutaro
TSUKIMOTO, Mary Yoshie
USHIJIMA, Helen Mori
UTSUMI, Helen Chiyeko
WAKABAYASHI, Nobuki
WATANABE, Mitsu
YAMADA, Sentaro
YAMAMOTO, Yoshikiyo
YAMASAKI, Toshimi
YAMASHITA, Shigeichi Jack
YAMANE, Tatsuo
YUSA, Hatsuo

AOKI, Takuma
DOI, Rikiso
FUJITAKI, Mitsuko
FUO, Takashi
GIBBS HAYES, Katherine Katie
GOTO, Tamiko
HAMADA, Ito
HAMADA, Shusaku
HAMANO, Saka
HATATE, Alfred Isamu
HAYAMA, Asayo
HAYASHI, Yasusuke
HIGASHIYAMA, Shokichi
HIRAMOTO, Frank Keizo
HIRASHIMA, Kiku
HISAYASU, Bruce Katsuichi

ITO, Shigeo
KANEBAYASHI, Komura
KAKIZOYE, Tsuruko
KAIDE, Saka
KIKKAWA, Shoji
KIKKAWA, Yoshiye
KOBAYASHI, Fusayo
KOBUKE, Kanekichi
MASUMOTO, Mayo
MATSUBA, Douglas Yoshihiro
MATSUMOTO, Isematsu
MIYAHARA, Henry
MORI, Nobuo
MURAKI, Soyo
NAGAYAMA, Kamino
NAKAMOTO, Mosaku

NAKANISHI, George Shigeo
NODA, Kazumatsu
NORI, Nobu
OGAWA, Hiroyuki
OGAWA, Junsaburo
OSHITA, Isaburo
OYAMA, Toshimi
ROPPYAKUDA, Hiroko
SAKAI, Noboru
SAKIDA, Kiichi
SANO, Yoshie
SHIMODA, Tomeichi
SHIMOMAE, Takeji
SHODA, Motojiro
SUGASAWARA, Misao
SUGITA, Matsuji

TAKAHASHI, Atoru
TAKAI, Taju
TAKENOUCHI, Shotsuchi
TANAKA, Kinai
TARUMOTO, Hatsuye
TERADA, Mitsue
TOKINOBU, Itaro
TSUKIDA, Hironori
UMETA, Noboru
WAKASA, Iwao
YAMADA, Kunikichi
YAMAMOTO, Hisayo
YAMASHITA, Setsu
YOKOYAMA, Isao
YONEDA, Narumi John

ARITA, Sachiko
DEHARI, Shigeko
DOI, Takuichi
DOMEN, Kazuyuki
FUJIKAWA, Kiyo
FUJIMOTO, Nobuo
FUNADA, Eiji
FURUMOTO, Doji
GOTO, Shigeo
HAMANO, Masashi
HAYASHI, Emiko
HAYASHI, Sasuke
HIRATA, Chinami
INOUYE, Theodore Ted Takao
JOFUKU, Yukitoshi
KAMON, Matsujiro

KAWAHARA, Toki
KEHOE, John
KIMURA, Kazue
KODAMA, Takao
KOSUGE, Nancy
MASAI, Dan
MASUMOTO, Michi
MATSUBARA, Daikichi
MORIHIRO, Misako
NAGAYAMA, Hichiro
NAITO, Frank Keizuchi
NAITO, Imao
NAITO, Yukio
NAKAMURA, Towa
NAKANISHI, Tadatsugi
NAKATANI, Sayo

NISHIMOTO, Yukio
NISHIMURA, Roy Kazuo
NODA, Masako
OGURA, Nancy
OGURA, Ukichi
OKAZAKI, Yukie
OMOKAWA, Kanichi
OSHITA, Matsuyo
OTANI, Tasaburo
OTANI, Ukimi
OYAMA, Mitsue
SANO, Sadao
SATO, Kiyokichi
SATO, Toshi
SERA, Nobuo
SEVERENCE, Eugenia Marie

SHIBA, Jinnosuke
SHIGEISHI, James
SHIMODA, Mizu
SUDA, Lily Yuriko
SUGITA, Jiro
SUGASAWARA, Tatsunosuke
TAGUCHI, Gokichi
TAMURA, Kazumi
TANAKA, Ei
TOKUDA, Okichi
YAMAGUCHI, Yuri
YAMASAKI, Jokichi
YAMASAKI, Mitsuyo
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Many thanks to everyone that has supported our Eaton Fires 
Sangha Support Fund. The funds have been distributed to our 
Pasadena Buddhist Temple members effected by the fire and 
are very appreciative of the gift they received. We could not have 
supported them without all your support. We now are focusing 
on remediation of the temple buildings, which entails decontami-
nation, cleaning and repair of the burned areas. We have filed 
an insurance claim but most likely will not cover all the areas we 
need work done. In the near future we will start a Temple Fire 
Fund to assist us in completing all work needed. Thank you to 
those who have already donated to this fund. 
Please visit the Pasadena Buddhist Temple website to keep up 
to date on the temple status. We hope to reopen to all activities 
as soon as possible.

Paid 2025 Membership
Many Thanks to everyone who paid for 2025 Membership. Individual mem-

bership is $300, Family membership is $500 (for families with young children 
and adult children who are currently in college). Young Adult membership for 
21 to 29 year olds is $50. We also have Friend of the Temple memberships 
available. Membership applications can be found in the Temple Office, or on 
the Temple website. Membership payments can be made in one lump sum or in 
quarterly payments, you can also pay and join online. 

Individual Membership

Family  Membership

Michael Gillespie
Carolyn Matsuda
Catherine Mikuni

Lisa Doi-Peterson & Mark Peterson
Wes & Kathy Kumagai

Paul, Melissa & Lia Meza
Ron & Michiko Oba

Message from Jeannie & Lori

Hiroshi Kikkawa
Carol Oyama

Yoshiko Yamasaki

•	 Man’s dark side: In the midst of the fire, a man is caught, for his own 
enjoyment, setting fire to new fires.

•	 Man’s bright side: A man is trying, with a garden hose in hand, to save 
his neighbor’s house, although his own house had already burned down.

•	 Man’s dark side: A man, again for his own enjoyment, flies a drone up 
into the air, knowing that drones pose a real threat to both helicopters 
and their pilots.

•	 Man’s bright side: After a reporter discussed the dangers of loading up 
with and unloading water, she asked a helicopter pilot, “How many ‘drops’ 
did you make today….ten, twenty???” The pilot replied, “Well today I did 
so 93 times…”

•	 Man’s dark side: A couple drove into those areas devastated by the fire 
with a truck made to look like an official Fire Department truck so they 
might, undetected, move freely to do their looting.

•	 Man’s bright side: There were firefighters who volunteered to drive into 
areas that were surrounded by walls of fire so they might save a panicked 
woman who had mistakenly driven into such an area.

•	 Man’s dark side: Some owners of nearby motels, in anticipation of the 
houseless seeking shelter, doubled or even tripled the cost of their rooms.

•	 Man’s bright side: Other motel owners, reduced the cost of their rooms.
•	 Man’s dark side: some immediately filed false claims of having lost prop-

erty in the fires so that they might gain huge benefits from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

•	 Man’s bright side: approximately 7,500 firefighters and emergency per-
sonnel fought to put out, at first, the seemingly unstoppable fires; at times 
at the risk of their own lives.

Note: The ethical and religious importance of the two sides of Man will be 
discussed in the next July-August Hikari.
			   Gassho,  Rev. Tetsuo Unno

The LA Fires and the Two Sides of Man

We were delighted to have so many Dharma School 
families and friends join us to celebrate the Bud-
dha’s birthday, Hanamatsuri. Thank you for your 
participation!
ARIGATO goes to Michi Oba, Jose Salcedo, Jeanne 
Ideno, Jeannie Toshima, Francesca Lafayette, and 
Leighton Lopez for donating colorful and lovely 
flowers for the Hanamido (flower pavilion).
Another ARIGATO goes to Lori Hatakeyama for 
creating the adorable rabbit bags! Juniors, thank you 
so much for helping the young DS students have fun finding the spring hunt in the tea garden! With the help of the hard-working BWA 
members, we were able to send our “Happy Hanamatsuri ~ thinking of you” gifts (Chirashi and Manju) to our Super Seniors. It was another 
occasion for us to reflect on “oneness of life”…NAMOAMIDABUTSU…
Next gathering: May 11th, Mothers/Parents Day and Gotane (our founder, Shinran’s Birthday)

Dharma School News

Temple Clean-Up - July 12, 2025 • 9:00 - Noon
Need a little exercise? We will need lots of help working on 
getting our Temple back in shape for Obon. We will have a 
cleaning task for all that are willing to help. Lots of dusting, 
sweeping, raking, and time to see friends you haven’t seen 
for over a year!
After the clean up please join us for a BBQ lunch hosted by 
the SOGs & BWA.

Congratulations to AYA Hirano!
Aya was recognized for serving our Dharma School for 25-years 
at the FDSTL conference in April. Thanks to her for taking care 
of the kids all these years....including all those years as a Jr. YBA 
advisor, even before she had her own children! 

Temple website: https://PasadenaBuddhistTemple.org
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Donations Received February and March

The following donations received in the month of February 2025 and March 2025 are gratefully acknowledged.

Shotsuki Hoyo February 2nd & March 2nd

Special Donations 

Spring Ohigan March 16th 

Hanamatsuri April 21st 

Classes

Rev. Gibbs will instruct and lead participants through several 
different forms of meditation: mindfulness of breath, visualization, 
Attentiveness. Tuesdays at 6:00 PM

Tai Chi as Exercise Class

Buddhist Study Classes
Rev. Gibbs will lead classes on Topics in Buddhism, open to all, no 
prior knowledge of Buddhism is necessary. Class length is 40 minutes 
and offered on Tuesdays at 11:00 AM and 7:00PM.

Forms of Meditation

A 30-minute class with limbering and Tai Chi exercises, 
no experience or special clothing necessary.
Classes meet: Tuesdays @ 1:00 pm (except 2nd Tuesday 
of the month) and Thursdays at 1:00 pm. 

$1,000	�� Shinobu Kiriyama in memory of Aki Kiriyama & Tadashi 
Tsukimoto

$600	����� Mary Sato & Jean Ito in memory of Tad Yamane, Shig Ya-
mane & Chieko Yamane

$300	����� Maye Fukumoto in memory of Ichino Fujii Kamoto, Hatsug-
uri Fukumoto & Suma Nakao Fukumoto

$100	����� Mark Araki in memory of Toshiko Uyetanaka
$100	����� Lisa Doi Peterson & Candice Doi in memory of Douglas Doi
$100	����� Don Kikkawa in memory of Alice Kikkawa
$100	����� Ken Okazaki in memory of Sid Okazaki
$100	����� Carol and Ricky Oyama in memory of Johnny Oyama
$100	����� Roy Sunada in memory of Kiyomi Sunada
$100	����� Jean Toshima, in memory of Yoshiko Takahashi
$100	����� Albert Tsukimoto in memory of Mary Yoshie Tsukimoto
$100	����� Albert Tsukimoto in memory of Takashi Tsukimoto
$100	����� Kenneth Yoshikawa in memory of Toshio Ishikawa
$50	������� Aya Hirano in memory Rev. Hirota
$50	������� Carol Oyama in memory of Toshiaki Oyama
$40	������� Carolyn Matsuda in memory of Chieko Yamane
$40	������� Carolyn Matsuda in memory of Shigeo Yamane
$40	������� Carolyn Matsuda in memory of Tadao Yamane
$35	������� June Chin in memory of Roppyakuda
$30	������� Thelma Chin in memory of Toshiaki Oyama

$200	������Nina Akiyama
$150	������Kubota Nikki Mortuary
$100	������Rev. Tetsuo Unno, Kiyoe Suzuki, Joan Fiske, Alan Goto, To-

momi Yamasaki, Carla Cole, Cliff Nakatani
$60	��������George Sugimoto & Linda Inouye
$50	��������Roy Sunada, Mitsunori Nishikawa
$50	��������Jean Toshima, BWA, Alan Hatakeyama
$40	��������Carolyn Matsuda, Yoshiko Yamasaki, Carol Oyama
$25	��������Marvin Inouye, Lynne Masumoto

$200	������Maye Fukumoto
$100	������Alan Goto, Roy Sunada, Albert Tsukimoto, Rev. Tet-

suo Unno
$50	��������Kiyoe Suzuki, Akemi Uchiyama, Sachiko Tsukida
$30	��������Hiroko Inouye

$1,000	��Thomas Nishikawa, Temple Fire Fund
$1,000	��Tomomi Yamasaki, Temple Fire Fund
$1,000	��Senshin Buddhist Temple, Temple Fire Fund
$340	�����Albert Tsukimoto, Temple Fire fund
$300	�����Kathy Kumagai, General Fund
$300	�����Emily Sato, In honor of Chieko, Tadao Yamane
$300	�����Lisa Tanahashi, General Fund
$200	�����Michiko Fujii, Temple Fire Fund
$200	�����Amiko Kashiwagi, Temple Fire Fund
$200	�����Naomi Okamoto, SOGs
$200	�����Ken Okazaki, Oseibo Rev, Gibbs
$200	�����Ken Okazaki, ResidenceUpdate
$150	�����Cliff Nakatani
$100	�����Susan Endecott, Temple Fire fund
$100	�����Maye Fukumoto, Hoonko
$100	�����Ken Okazaki, BWA in memory of Yukie Okazaki
$100	�����Tom & Judy Shigemitsu, General Fund
$100	�����Michael Shiogi, Temple Fire Fund
$100	�����Phyllis Sugimoto
$100	����� Jeannie Toshima, Parking Orei 
$100	�����Rev. Tetsuo Unno
$100	�����Yoshiyuki Yamada
$100	�����LA Taiko Ichiza
$50	�������Kathy Kumagai, Lady Kujo Service
$50	�������Kathy Kumagai, In memory of Masao Tanabe
$50	�������Susan Mita, In memory of Don Mita
$50	�������Carol Oyama, Tamaki Trexler, Tomi & Ken Yoshikawa
$40	�������Anonymous
$35	�������Tai Chi Students, Tai Chi
$30	�������Michael Lombardo & Minako Iwanaga, Pet memorial 

Service
$30	�������SD JrYBA, Orei Pickleball Equipment use
$20	�������Stacy Tanner, Temple Fire Fund
   Hiro Watanabe, 19 cases of tangerines for Eaton lunches

Southern District Tri-Temple Seminar
Saturday May 10th from 1PM

San Fernando Valley Buddhist Temple
Shogun and Buddhism:

Exploring the Influence of Jodo Shinshu 
on Japanese Society

Bishop Tatsuya Aoki (Actor in Shogun+)
Car-pooling will be arranged. Contact Jeannie Toshima
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Eaton Fire Fundraising Update
Thank you to so many generous donors and supporters for helping the temple help our Sangha members who were affected by the fire. 

We established the PBT Eaton Sangha Support Fund on January 10th just days after the Eaton Fire destroyed homes and businesses of our 
Sangha. Thanks to you we raised nearly $90,000 for the victims, with $41,000 raised online through Givebutter, far exceeding our original 
goal of $20,000. We are happy to report that we have distributed your donations to our Sangha members and they all were very appreciative of 
receiving the support.

Now we need to ask you to financially support our Temple. We are in the final stages of working with our insurance company, getting 
estimates for remediation, and repairs of our campus buildings (including the parsonage). Since January we have not been able to hold fundraisers 
nor collect orei for the use of our gym. We are facing a huge financial burden for 2025 as the remediation must be done to make the buildings 
as safe as possible and then repairs and safety improvements will be put in place. We learned from Seattle Betsuin that the onaijin needs special 
cleaning after suffering smoke damage. 

Our goal of $100,000 is about a quarter of estimated recovery costs. This fund is intended to pay for amounts not covered by insurance, 
FEMA or SBA loans. To donate online (with credit card, Venmo or Paypal) please visit: https://givebutter.com/MCIzEq?s=XSrlUn. To donate 
by check or cash, please complete the form in the Hikari or on our Eaton Fire page and return to the temple with your donation. We are also 
pursuing other sources of funding, including grants. However, at times like these we turn to your compassion and generosity to help us recover. 
We would be grateful for any donation that you are able to make 

		  Gassho,
		  Pasadena Buddhist Temple Board of Directors

 Please use this form for your donation of cash or check. Checks should be made payable to: “Pasadena Buddhist Temple.” Please include 
“Temple Fire Recovery Fund” in the memo line of check and on outside of envelope. 
Please mail your check and this form to: Pasadena Buddhist Temple, 1993 Glen Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91103  Thank you.

TEMPLE FIRE RECOVERY FUND

Donor’s Name (first and last):

Donation Amount: $  - One time Donation       - Quarterly Donation

Recognition: do you want your name and/or donation amount made public?
  -You may list my name and amount
  -List my name ONLY, do not include amount
  -Please list this donation as Anonymous

Pasadena Buddhist Temple is  a 501(c)(3) organization. Our Tax ID number is: 95-2251767

Fire Victim Support update
The Pasadena Buddhist Temple has been using the classroom to 
store items that had been generously donated by the other temples in 
Southern California and friends. The items includes cleaning supplies, 
clothing, bags, food items and little things to decorate and make their 
temporary housing feel like ‘home’. 
Our Temple has been used to distribute the meals donated by Yama 
Sushi, Restaurant Azay and Far Bar. There is a small committee that 
has been working tirelessly to contact the fire victims each week, help 
prepare/cook/pack the meals for distribution, pick up the lunches and 
also give up their own time to distribute these meals. 
This committee includes: Kyoko Gibbs, Shelley Shinmoto, June Chin, 
Cathy Mikuni, and Ron Toshima. There are others that come to help, 
but they are the main volunteers that have been helping to provide 
meals to over 80 people each week. We are grateful to them for being 
so selfless with their time.
On March 14th, we provided the opportunity to dine-in...many of the 
recipients of the meals stayed and talked with others who were in 
the same situation. The meal was prepared by Ron Dyo (a Temple 
member) and the BWA and others donated homebaked items which 
was a great treat for all those that came to dine. It was a a nice way to 
help them meet others and share stories. 
The Little Tokyo Service Center has been providing financial 
assistance to the restaurants to serve these meals. If you want to help 
them out, they welcome donations from the community to provide 

their free programs.to the community in Japanese and English. They 
also provided the Temple with help navigating the FEMA and SBA 
websites and getting our forms completed. 
But we were featured in the Wheel of Dharma newspaper also.

Photo from lunch on March 14, provided 
by Ron Dyo. (above and below)

Photo of one of the meals provided by 
Yama. (left)
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I wanted to thank all of the members for their support during 
the first part of the year. We have been busy assisting with meal 
distribution to those impacted by the fire. The BWA wants to extend a 
“Thank You” to Restaurant Azay, Far Bar and Yama Sushi Marketpace 
for providing meals for those impacted by the Eaton Fires. We also 
need to recognize the LTSC for providing financial support to these 
restaurants and for offering social and mental welfare services (in 
English and Japanese).

The Pasadena BWA is suppoting the FBWA’s 2026 Conference 
Fundraiser by selling PANKO), which was generously donated by 
Gary Kawaguchi’s company Upper Crust. Cost is $3.00 per 12oz bag. 
Pick up at the Temple or contact Jeanne Ideno. We are also attending 
the monthly FBWA Conference meetings. Pasadena is in charge of the 
First Aid services at the conference.

An upcoming fundraiser for the 2026 FBWA conference is a Panda 
Express dine-out on May 16th. Please check the flyer on this page and 
support the cause.

The Pasadena BWA sponsored a lunch for the Pasadena Nikkei 
Seniors on April 19th. It was a chashu bento prepared by Maxwell 
Chicken Rice. Thanks to the Keiro grant, BWA did not have to go into 
our savings account or prepare the meal! 

Mother’s Day is right around the corner. We celebrated Spring 
Ohigan and Hanamatsuri in-person and the chirashi served for 
Hanamatsuri was delicious. Many thanks to Mrs. Oyama for taking 
charge of this meal!  It was good to see more people attending service 
and enjoying everyone’s company. 

The BWA is a volunteer service organization...we welcome anyone 
who would like to join. For membership information contact Corky 
Ishikawa (Membership Chair) at corkish4@gmail.com. Membership 
cost is $25.00.

		  Gassho, Jeanne Ideno (Toban 1)

Buddhist Women’s Association

Junior YBA have been attending seminars and workshops scheduled 
by the So. District Jr YBA. They are working with the Juniors from 
Oxnard Buddhist Temple to organize the annual conference over 
the Labor Day weekend. The Juniors, BWA and Temple members 
helped Leighton 
Lopez with a bake sale 
conducted at the PNS 
and Hanamatsuri lunch 
to benefit the Union 
Homeless Shelter.
Thanks to all the Juniors 
who came to help 
decorate our Hanamido 
for the Hanamatsuri 
Service and also to help 
hide all the Easter Eggs 
for the Dharma School 
kids.
Seminar III will be the next Seminar hosted by San Fernando Juniors.

Junior YBA News

Dharma School kids with their Easter Bag goodies!


